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What Can You Say? 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


HAT can you say to this mother 
If God has not spoken to you? 

Pass on. Leave the words to another, 
Pass by. Let your answers be few. 


But if, as from Spirit to spirit 
You meet with the Father in prayer, 
Oh, haste with His message! O bear it, 
For the balm for her sorrow is there. 


bd 


Seeing the Good in Trials 

Just to endure trouble is one thing. 
But to “glory in tribulations also,” as 
Paul did, is quite a different thing, which 
requires the grace of God and a firm 
faith in His overruling providence. Many 
of the older writers had not only a 
gift for expounding Scripture, but also 
for applying their sanctified reasoning 
powers to the problems of life. There is 
a fine passage on trial in a “Memoir of 
James Brainerd Taylor,” by J. H. Rice 
and B. H. Rice (American Tract Society, 
1833). “It would seem,” said his biog- 
raphers, “from the style of his letters 
about this period, that his reading for 
spiritual improvement was much in the 
old writers of the seventeenth century, 
those noble men, who, with some quaint- 
ness of manner, showed a most intimate 
acquaintance with the Bible, a profound 
knowledge of the most secret workings of 
the human heart, and a fervor of piety 


rarely equaled in the world. Writing toa 
friend, who had been walking in dark- 
ness, he addressed him in language cer- 
tainly derived from these sources, as the 
following sentences will show. ‘The 
greater the conquest, the brighter the 
crown. Stars shine brightest in the dark- 
est night—torches are better for beating. 
Grapes come not to the proof till they 
come to the press. Spices smell best 
when bruised. Young trees root the 
faster for shaking: gold looks brighter 
for scouring; juniper smells sweetest in 
the fire: the palm tree proves the bet- 
ter for pressing. Camomile, the more 
you tread it, the more you spread it 
Such is the condition of God’s dear chil- 
dren: they are then most triumphant 
when most tempted; most glorious when 
most afflicted; most in favor with God 
when least in man’s and least in their 
own; as their conflicts so their conquests; 
as their tribulations so their triumphs: 


“ 


true salamanders, that live best in the 
furnace of persecution. So that heavy 
afflictions are the best benefactors of 
heavenly affections; and where afflictions 
hang heaviest, corruptions hang loosest; 
and grace that is hid in nature, as sweet 
water in rose leaves, is then most fra- 
grant when the fire of affliction is put 
under to distil it out. Let us then be 
encouraged, in all our trials, to say, 
“Hope thou in God, for I shall yet praise 
him.”’” When we feel burdened and 
downcast it is good to question and ex- 
hort ourselves as the Psalmist did three 
times in Psalms 42 and 43. However per- 
sonal and troublesome the answers to the 
questions may be, we can tell them to 
God, and He is able and willing to re- 
lieve us. “Why art thou cast down, O 
my soul? and why art thou disquieted 
within me? hope thou in God: for I shall 
yet praise him, who is the health of my 
countenance, and my God” (Psa, 42:11) 


“ 


The Twofold Gandhi 


This editorial by Ernest Gordon 


reviews 


“The Twofold Gandhi,” by 


the Rev. W. H. G, Holmes. (A, R. Mowbray & Co., Ltd., 28 Margaret 
Street, London W. 1; 8/6.) 


WELL-KNOWN Unitarian minis- 
A ter once said that Mr. Gandhi was 
a great embarrassment to evangeli- 
cal Christians. They were unable to find 
place for such a saint in the categories 
of conversion and new birth. At the 
time of Gandhi’s assasSination various of 
his admirers compared that event to 
the Crucifixion, and all but declared 
him a second Christ. At the height of 
the Gandhi cult so much was made of 
him in the almost official journal of 
American Modernism that it received 
the name of “The Weekly Gandhi.” 
More sober judgments were sure to 
appear later, and one of these, “The Two- 
fold Gandhi,” should receive general at- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“But to him that worketh not, 
but believeth on him that justi- 
fieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for _ righteousness” 
(Rom, 4:5). 




















tention. It is written by one who knew 
Gandhi well and knew India also, from 
a lifetime of service there. The Rev. 
W. H. G. Holmes was long a member 
of the Oxford Mission in Calcutta. He 
believes the earlier Gandhi to have been 
a humble humanitarian, friend of the 
oppressed and poor, in grateful sym- 
pathy with the Samaritan and educa- 
tional ministries of Christian missions 
and not unfriendly to the British Gov- 
ernment, This is the Gandhi which has 
received such high praise from Ameri- 
can theological liberals. The later Gandhi 
was very different. 

The early Gandhi was a critic of Hin- 
duism. He visited the Temple of the 
Master of the World at Benares and was 
revolted at the dirt, the stones slippery 
with Ganges water, the tip-conscious 
priests, the masses of stinking, stale 
flowers. “I searched here for God and 
failed to find him.” The blood shed at 
Kalighat in animal sacrifice also awak- 
ened his disgust, The great gatherings 
of Hindu pilgrims at the sacred river 
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confluence at Allahabad disillusioned 
him by their superstition, dirt, and hy- 
pocrisy—‘“enough to last a lifetime!” 

Yet in the second phase of his life, 
that of revolutionary politician, he be- 
came the uncritical defender and eulo- 
gist of everything Hindu. The British 
Government, undoubtedly in his day one 
of the very best, if not the best, in the 
world and with which he had co-oper- 
ated for twenty-nine years, became sud- 
denly “Satanic.” Its reasonable and hu- 
mane attempts to bring back order in 
a period of terrorism were met with 
declared rebellion. He denounced the 
government as “bleeding India.” Yet 
a few months before he had stated, “The 
sum total of the British Government is 
for the benefit of India.” 

Without giving a shred of evidence 
he affirmed of the courts, “My experi- 
ence of political cases in India leads 
me to the conclusion that in nine cases 
out of ten the condemned men were 
totally innocent.” He called for Civil 
Disobedience—a refusal to submit to “a 
system which I consider to have done 
incomparable harm to my country,” i.e., 
British rule, 

In spite of “the diabolical crimes at 
Chauri Chaura and the mad outrages 
of Bombay” (his own words), he af- 
firmed that “non-violence had sunk deep 
into the souls of his people, and that 
it was the essential truth of Hinduism.” 
This at a time when “soul force” was 
filling hospitals with brutally injured 
men, throwing bombs at trains, cutting 
wires, setting autos on fire, blocking 
trams, throwing half bricks at the police. 

And an admirer was crying, “We have 
in our midst an avatar in Gandhi, who 
has worked out the gospel of perfect 
non-violence in the workaday world.” 

With his unreasonable change of atti- 
tude toward the government came also 
a different orientation towards Chris- 
tianity. Earlier friendly to missions, he 
now bécame the wholehearted enemy 
of Christian evangelism, “its most de- 
termined opponent.” Especially did he 
resent the evangelizing of the Untouch- 
ables, for this threatened the unity and 
strength of the Hindu political block. 
He had indeed written, “A religion that 
establishes the worship of the cow can- 
not possibly countenance a cruel boy- 
cott of human beings.” Then this cow- 
worshiper agitated all over India for a 
reform which was essentially a swindle 
reform, namely, the opening of the 
Hindu temples to outcastes. “Temple 
entry for the Harijans was the battle- 
cry,” and he felt it a great victory when 
the Maharajah of Travancore proclaimed 
that Harijans were to be allowed to ap- 
proach all temples for worship, 

But the outcastes themselves cared 
nothing for this pseudo reform. What 
they wanted was the right to draw water 
from village wells, to go to schools, and 
to share in the other rights and privi- 
leges of the village community, 
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The word fakir is of Hindu origin. It 
has its applicability to the idolized Mr. 
Gandhi’s reforms. Gandhi had asked 
Mr, Mott: “Would you preach the Gos- 
pel to a cow? Well, some of the un- 
touchables are worse than cows in un- 
derstanding.” An outspoken American 
nursing sister, working among outcastes, 
rebuked the Great Soul (Mahatma) in 
this fashion: 

“I do not agree that the outcastes are 
stupid or lacking religious sense. They 
are very much like myself and my 
brothers and sisters and friends. To be 
sure they are oppressed and illiterate, 
even unkempt, but they are thoughtful, 
spiritual-minded, generous, kindly. I 
cannot figure out how you can live 
among them and hold such a superficial 
attitude toward them. You are not see- 
ing them as I see them. I myself am 
a villager. As a nurse, I help them in 
sickness and teach them to better health, 
I am, as they say, a ‘relative’ to them. 
They talk politics and economics, but it 
is only the spiritual interest that holds 
them till midnight, brings them back at 
dawn and in the hot noonday, with 
the plea, ‘If you knew how we want to 
hear that God loves us, you wouldn’t 
want to rest.’” 

Which was “the great soul,” the much 
advertised son who said, “I go, sir: and 
went not,” or this daughter who went, 
devoting her strength and intelligence 
and training to the cruelly down-trodden 
of India? 

Fourteen eminent Indian Christians, 
nearly all laymen, issued a manifesto 
in opposition to Gandhian’ ideas: 

“Men and women, individually and in 
family or village groups, will continue 
to seek the fellowship of the Christian 
church. That is the real movement of 
the Spirit of God and no power on 
earth can stem that tide. It will be 
the duty of the Christian church in In- 
dia to receive such seekers after the 
truth as it is in Christ and to provide 
for their instruction and spiritual] nur- 
ture. The church will cling to its right 
to receive such to itself from whatever 
religious group they may come.” 

Gandhi’s creed was announced as 
based on the Hindu scriptures and in- 
cluded the teaching of reincarnation, He 
affirmed cow reverence and “did not 
disbelieve in idol worship.” But deifica- 
tion of the cow was as useless to the 
cows of India as temple entry to the 
outcastes. Nowhere in the world are 
they ‘sso neglected, abused, starved, 
meanly kept, and the world has not yet 
learned that Gandhi ever instituted any 
reform, any society to prevent cruelty 
to cows and to the animal world in gen- 
eral. Here, too, the indigenous Indian 
word “fakir” finds application. The wor- 
ship of the cow was insincere, silly, 
hypocritical, hard-hearted. 

When the Gandhian fasts were first 
instituted they were greeted as novel- 
ties are commonly greeted, with a cer- 
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tain interest. This interest was soon 
tinctured with amusement. The Sermon 
on the Mount prescribed the avoidance 
of all outward signs of fasting “that thou 
appear not unto men to fast, but unto 
thy Father which is in secret: and thy 
Father, which seeth in secret, shall re- 
ward thee openly.” But Gandhi's fasts 
were urbi et Orbi, displayed to all man- 
kind. They were political fasts to attain 
political ends which Gandhi supported 
and actually appeared to have been the 
prologue to widespread violence. Later 
(Continued on page 162) 








Notes on Open Letters 


What Bible Version 
Does the Times Use? 


In the January 3, 1953, edition of 
Tue SunpAY ScHoot Times, in the In- 
ternational Uniform Lesson on page 6, 
under “Verse by Verse,” on verse 4, 
it says, “See Revised Version, ‘I will 
make.’” I do not ask this question 
to condemn or judge, but do those 
who compile the International Sunday 
School Lessons use this R.S.V. of the 
Bible? . , . It disturbed me to see this 
R.S.V. of the Bible being used to teach 
the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ—A Kansas reader, 

THe SunpDAy ScHoot TIMEs is continu- 
ing to use the King James Version of the 
Bible, as a general rule, in its editorial 
columns. When another version is used 
it has been the practice and is still the 
intention of the Editors and writers to 
indicate it. Dr. Macaulay’s reference 
was to the American Standard Version, 
which has often been called the Revised 
Version. (He was commenting on Mat- 
thew 17:4, which in the King James Ver- 
sion reads: “Then answered Peter, and 
said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us 
to be here: if thou wilt, let us make 
here three tabernacles; one for thee, and 
one for Moses, and one for Elias”; and 
in the American Standard Version reads, 
“And Peter answered, and said unto 
Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be 
here: if thou wilt, I will make here 
three tabernacles; one for thee, and one 
for Moses, and one for Elijah.”) The 
American Standard Version was trans- 
lated in 1901, and is not the new, Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible, 

THe SunpAy ScHoo, Times will con- 
tinue to use the King James Version of 
the Bible in the lesson text at the begin- 
ning of the lesson department and 
throughout the lesson articles, unless 
otherwise indicated, 

Because of the confusion in names 
caused by the appearance of the new 
Bible, THE SunpAy ScHooLt Times plans 
to use, when necessary, the initials K.J.V. 
to indicate the King James Version, 
A.S.V. for the American Standard Ver- 
sion, and R.S.V, for the Revised Stand- 
ard Version, 
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I. Israel, Land of Problems and Opportunities 


Great advances in the reclamation of the land 





themselves and their troubles. Is- 

rael does. Yet, behind the many 
humerous stories told in Israel, there 
is a somber reflection of the trials and 
dilemmas facing the new state and 
nation, 

Two ships, they say, met somewhere 
in the Mediterranean. One was on the 
way from Israel to Europe, and the 
other was Israel bound. When the ships 
met, the passengers were noticed to 
greet one another in a peculiar way. 
They were all twirling their index fin- 
gers against their temples in a circular 
motion. They were calling each other, 
in sign language, crazy: the ones for 
leaving Israel, the others for going to 
Israel. 

Today many a Jew stands before the 
grave decision, to go or not to go to 
Israel. Those in Israel have another 
kind of decision to make, to stay or to 
leave. 

When the writer visited Israel in 1949 
the atmosphere was one of jubilation. 
The people were celebrating their honey- 
moon of independence. Today the 
honeymoon is over and a somber, hard 
reality faces the people. 

In the small land of Israel there are 
today about 1,500,000 Jews, besides nearly 
200,000 Arabs. A poor, underdeveloped 
country about the size of Vermont finds 
it very hard to sustain such a large 
and growing population. 


T' IS good when people can laugh at 


INGATHERING OF THE EXILES 


When on May 14, 1948, Israel became 
an independent state, the first task they 
set for themselves was the ingathering 
of the exiles. A basic law of the state 
was proclaimed to the effect that “every 
Jew has a right to return to Israel.” 
The doors were swung wide open to 
every Jew in the world, regardless of 
his health, wealth, or any other circum- 
stance. So long as he was a Jew and 
wished to go to Israel, he was welcome. 
The general temperament seemed to be 
“the more the merrier.” 

ISRAEL’s ABSORPTIVE CAPACITY 

The question is often asked, “What is 
the absorptive capacity of Israel?” The 
answer to this depends on the following 
factors: (1) Reclamation of the land and 
agricultural progress, (2) Raw materials 
and industrialization of the country. (3) 
The quality of the people who come to 
Israel. (4) The political climate of Is- 
rael. At present the unprecedented tidal 
wave of immigration has stretched the 
absorptive capacity to its very limit, 

It takes about $3,000 to settle one im- 
migrant and to make him a productive 
citizen of the country. This should give 





Last summer the Rev. Victor Buks- 
bazen, secretary of the Friends of 
Israel Missionary and Relief Society, 
spent some weeks in Israel. He gives 
his impressions of the new State— 
now nearly five years old—in a series 
of six articles, of which this is the 
first. His theme, which has been 
announced in the Times, is “The 
Truth About Israel.”. Having been 
born into a Jewish family in Europe 
and educated as an Orthodox He- 
brew, he was converted as a young 
man and has been in Christian work 
for many years. His background and 
training have made him peculiarly 
well fitted to understand and inter- 
pret the thrilling rise of the State 
of Israel. Next week he will tell of 
“The Shortage of Food and Housing.” 








us some idea of the staggering task fac- 
ing the new state. 


RECLAMATION OF THE LAND, AND 
AGRICULTURE 
I was riding in a taxi in Tel Aviv. 
At my destination the taxi driver lin- 
gered on to chat a little. He recognized 
in me an American, and demanded, “Why 
don’t you American Jews all come to 


Israel?” 
“Where would you put them?” 
“The land is already full.” 


I asked. 


“Never mind,” he said, “there is plenty 
of room in the Negev, and with your 
skill and money we can turn it into a 


paradise.” 

The total area of Israel c 
proximately 8,100 square miles. The 
southern half of it, the Negev, is all 
desert, and a large part of the northern 


ymprises ap- 














The Rev. Victor Seicboues 


By VICTOR BUKSBAZEN, B.D. 


half is also arid. Much of the land is 
covered with sand dunes or is swampy 
and needs drainage. Yet the Jews in 
the past half century have done an in- 
credible job of reclaiming the land. 
They have drairied the swamps. They 
have afforested land not suitable for 
cultivation with some 15,000,000 trees 
and intend to plant an additional 200,- 
000,000 trees. 


Water MEANS LIFE 


Water resources from northern Galilee 
down to the Red Sea have been found 
and tapped, and vast stretches of land 
irrigated and made fruitful. 

Today Israel] has 530 agricul- 
tural settlements of all kinds, giving 
work and sustenance to about 25 per 
cent of her population. Of a total of 
some 20,000,000 dunams, 3,500,000 dunams 
are under cultivation, producing vege- 
tables, fruit, grain, and other plant life. 
(One acre is approximately three and 
one-half dunams.) 

Over 25,000 milk cows in Israel pro- 


some 


duce 25,000,000 gallons of milk. The 
chickens lay about 300,000,000 eggs a 
year. 


Nevertheless all of this production is 
pitifully inadequate to meet the needs of 
Israel’s population. Most of the food 
and raw materials consumed in Israel 
must be imported from abroad. 

The northern swamps in the Hule 
Lake area are drained, and soon another 
2,000 farms will occupy land which was 
previously a malaria-carrying swamp. 
The whole face of the land of Israel is 
changing. The desert and the desolation 
are giving place gradually to new life 
and usefulness. 

There is plenty of water in Israel, both 
underneath the soil and coming down 
from the skies during the winter. The 
total annual rainfall in Jerusalem is 
higher than that of such a notoriously 
wet city as London. But Israel's water 
resources need to be conserved and con- 
trolled. Great progress is being made 
in this direction. More and more water 
is becoming available, not only for irri- 
gation, but also for production of elec- 
tricity and industrial purposes, 

ISRAEL’S INDUSTRY AND RAW MATERIALS 

Israel is dynamic. It pulsates with life. 
Grit and determination are a part of 
the national character. This is expressed 
also in the swift growth of the nation’s 
new industry. About one fourth of Is- 
rael’s population is employed in some 
2,500 different industrial enterprises, 

Tel Aviv, a city of some 350,000 peo- 
ple, is a great industrial center, engaged 
in the food-processing industry. It is 
also a great textile center. 

The port city of Haifa is the center 
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of heavy industries, foundries, oil re- 
fineries, glass and cement factories, and 
the like. 

Jerusalem, besides being the spiritual 
and political center of the land, is also 
an important industrial area. Most of 
the printing is done there. It is a center 
of different handicrafts, much of it of 
the artistic and souvenir variety. It also 
has the largest shoe factory in Israel. 

The industrial development of Israel 
is dependent on her raw materials, The 
Dead Sea, one of the world’s richest 
sources of minerals, is estimated to have 
billions of tons of potassium chloride, 
magnesium bromide, sodium chloride, 
magnesium chloride, and calcium’ chlo- 
ride, minerals that are most valuable 
for the production of fertilizer and all 
kinds of pharmaceutical products and 
which have endless other uses, 


GERMAN REPARATIONS FOR ISRAEL 


The governments of Israel and West 
Germany have recently signed an agree- 
ment on the basis of which the Govern- 
ment of West Germany undertakes to 
pay to the State of Israel $715,000,000 in 
goods, over a period of twelve years. The 
preamble to the agreement states that 
in view of the unspeakable criminal acts 
against the Jewish people during the 
National Socialist regime, the Federal 
German Government agrees within the 
limits of its capacity to make good in 
some measure the material losses result- 
ing from these acts, 

These reparations will go some way 
toward the improvement of Israel’s pres- 
ent deplorable economic situation. Repa- 
rations will be used in four directions: 
(1) Industrialization of Israel. (2) To 
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help solve the housing problem. (3) 
Transportation, (4) For agriculture and 
raw materials for which Israel is starved, 

Salt is beng extracted from the Dead 
Sea by means of evaporation pans at 
Atlith, Manganese, bituminous limestone, 
gypsum, basalt, sulphur, phosphates, 
marble, and copper are found in various 
parts of the country. 

Recently the long-forgotten, copper- 
producing King Solomon’s mines have 
been reactivated. Oil prospecting is go- 
ing on in the Negev near the Dead Sea 
and along the coastal plain. Some pre- 
dict that there will be more oil in Israel 
than in Iraq. This, however, may be 
wishful thinking. 

In the Hule Lake area there are vast 
deposits of millions of tons of peat which 
await proper utilization, 

Animal hides are turned into leather 
in local tanneries. Israel's fishing in- 
dustry is still in its infancy, but is des- 
tined to play an increasingly important 
role in the feeding of the country. 

There is a considerable industry of 
cosmetics, drugs, sugar, and paper, also 
of building materials. A large steel 
rolling mill has recently been erected 
in the Haifa area. Brick kilns, stone 
quarries, cement factories, and plywood 
mills provide the materials for building 
thousands of structures for various pur- 
poses. Roads and railroads, the arteries 
of the land, are being continually built 
and improved, 

Israel, which holds sacred and stirring 
memories for Jews and Christians alike, 
attracts a great number of tourists, an 
important factor in the economy of the 
country. 

(To be continued) 


VI. How To Become Partakers of the Divine Nature 


The law of life out of death 


S WE have been thinking together 

in this series of articles of some of 
the things that the Lord spoke of as 
absolute necessities for a real experi- 
ence in true Spiritual living, it “has 
meant, no doubt, that we have had to 
examine our own hearts to make certain 
as to where we stand in regard to these 
matters that the Lord Himself consid- 
ered of such vital importance. In this 
article we will consider another of them, 
and one’ that I suppose is perhaps the 
most difficult of ali really to put into 
practice and to make a matter of daily 
experience. I have called it, “The Neces- 
sity for Death to Living.” The words 
are found in the Gospel of John 12:24. 
Here they are: “Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, Except a grain of wheat fall 
into the earth and die, it abideth by 
itself alone; but if it die, it beareth much 
fruit.” In these words the Lord first 


of all presents a law or principle that 


By T. STANLEY SOLTAU, D.D. 


was well known to all those to whom 
He was speaking, the law of life out of 
death. It is a law on which the whole 
vegetable world is based, and upon the 
outworking of which the lives of all of 
us depend. He then goes on to apply 
the same law in the spiritual world as 
being the principle at work in the spir- 
itual life and growth of everyone who 
is a true child of His. Let us try to 
think of the way it works out, 

The Physical Law.—‘Except a grain 
of wheat fall into the earth and die, 
it abideth by itself alone.” Every farmer 
as he sows his seed in the spring knows 
something of the tremendous changes 
that must necessarily take place within 
that seed in order to bring about a new 
crop. As long as the seed regains in 
the granary or shop, it remains station- 
ary and to all appearances lifeless and 
useless. Germination cannot and will 
not take place. It is only as the seed 
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is cast into the ground, lost to sight 
as it is covered up by the clods, that 
the necessary changes within itself can 
take place which in turn will cause 
germination to take place and another 
new form of life to be manifested. As 
the seed lies in the soil and comes under 
the influences of the moisture and the 
heat of the suf, its whole appearance 
changes. It seems to shrivel, the outer 
coat or skin often wilts and drops off, 
and just as it seems to be gn the point of 
deterioration and decay, a new shoot 
appears which, with astonishing rapid- 
ity, grows upward, piercing through the 
heavy clods as it pushes its way to the 
surface and to the fight of the sun, while 
at the same time roots are formed, 
which find their way downward into the 
soil, where they take a firm hold, ready 
to absorb nourishment and food for the 
plant and also to hold it steady as that 
portion which is above the ground meets 
the storms of wind and the testings of 
the weather. 


The Spiritual Law.—The same prin- 
ciple applies in the spiritual world. Be- 
cause ef this fact many of those who 
call themselves Christians fail to bring 
forth fruit in their lives. In the fol- 
lowing verse the spiritual application 
is set forth very clearly: “He that 
loveth his life loseth it; and he that 
hateth his life in this world shall keep 
it unto life eternal. If any. man serve 
me, let him follow me: and where I am, 
there shall also my servant be.” The 
Lord Himself gave us the supreme illus- 
tration of this truth. By presenting His 
life as a sacrifice for sinners and laying 
it down in death on the cross, new life 
and eternal life has sprung up in the 
hearts and lives of millions who would 
otherwise have remained dead inevit- 
ably. It was through His death that life 
was brought into being and was made 
possible for you and for me. Had He 
not died on the cross, in accordance 
with the eternal plans and purposes of 
God, although we would have had the 
inspiration of His perfect life and exam- 
ple, and although we would have had 
His clear teaching and demonstration of 
the standards of God’s righteousness and 
of what He demands from men, there 
would have been no possible way for 
us to meet those demands, and they 
would have remained before us like a 
Mount Everest, beautiful to look at and 
ideally perfect, but absolutely beyond 
our power to scale or to live out. It 
was Out of His death that life came to 
us and by His death He bore the eternal 
fruit of which we and all true believers 
are a part. 

What was true of the earthly life of 
our Lord is equally true of our lives 
as a principle. The command in the 
verses quoted above was to follow Him; 
to apply to our lives the same principle 
which He applied to His life. That 
means to be willing to die—to die that 
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His life may be seen in us. Here again 
He is not talking primarily of physical 
death, although that is not excluded, 
but He is talking of our attitude to the 
world about us. He is speaking of the 
necessity of our dying to self and self- 
interests in order that the beauty and 
the glory and the characteristics of His 
life may grow and develop and be seen 
in us in their fruitfulness. It is at this 
point that so often the struggle comes in, 
People are so often afraid that they must 
“give up” things and thus deprive them- 
selves of their former pleasures and in- 
terests, and that it will cost more than 
they are willing to pay. They are un- 


willing to follow the Lord’s command 
and follow Him. They desire to bear 
His name and to receive the blessings 


which He has for them, but at the same 
time to live out their own lives in ac- 
cordance with their own selfish desires 
and pleasures, 

We cannot live unto the 
unto God at the same time. One or the 
other must go To die unto the world 
will mean that the world will lose its 
interests and its charm and fascination, 
not to leave a vacuum, but in order that 
the place it occupied in our lives may 
be taken by the interests and the affairs 
of God. Nature vacuum, and 
God also never creates nor desires a 
vacuum in the lives of any of His chil- 
dren. He that the life of each 
one of us may be filled to overflowing 
with the joy of His presence and with 
Then and then 
bear fruit to 


world and 


abhors a 


desires 


the riches of His grace. 
alone shall we begin to 
the glory of His name. 
I often think that there is much con- 
fusion in the minds of many as to what 
the “fruit” and “fruitfulness” is to which 
the Lord refers in this and other pas- 
sages in which He is speaking of this 
subject. I am quite convinced that fruit 
in His sight is not nearly so much a 
matter of doing and accomplishing 
things as it is a matter of being and of 
growing into His likeness and into the 
understanding of His will. So often I 
meet people who are tremendously busy 
about “church work.” and are so im- 
mersed in activities and good works of 
all kinds that they have neither the 
time nor the energy to inquire as to 
what His will and purposes for them 
may be. They have little or no time or 
interest in the study of His Word nor 
in being quiet before Him in prayer or 
meditation. Even in their activities, 
which they feel are for the benefit of 
others, there is still a great deal of self- 
love and self-admiration as they set out 
to make records and reputations for 
themselves. The very thing of dying 
and dying to self is conspicuous by its 
absence in such people, and because of 
it there is. of necessity, an almost com- 
plete absence of the manifestation of 
the presence of the new life within their 
hearts. 
As the Lord said to His disciples on 
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another occasion, “If any man would 
come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow me.” Now a 
cross is always and only the symbol of 
death. If we wish really to follow the 
Lord, we must be willing to die to our- 
selves and our self-interests~that His 
life may be seen in us and that we may 
be, in turn, used to bring that same glo- 
rious, abundant, and eternal life to those 
about us who are still far from the truth 
and who know not the Lord. In closing, 
let me leave this question with you: 
“Have you really faced this matter in 
your own life? Are you honestly will- 
ing and ready to die, in order that the 
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life of the Lord may be fully manifested 
in you to the glory of His name?” 
O Thou who art the source of all life, 
again we acknowledge our complete 
dependence upon Thee. Forgive us, 
we pray, for hanging on to our own 
personal and selfish desires and be- 
ing unwilling to die to self and to 
sin and to the world, so that the life 
of the Lord Himself may be seen in 
us. Work in us that we may indeed 
be dead to sin and crucified to the 
world that Thy glory may be seen 
in us to the glory of Thy holy name. 
Amen, 
(To be continued) 


Il. The College of Cardinals and Roman Catholic Law 


Its control of the Catholic world 


HE creation of new cardinals by the 

Pope is of great importance in the 
Roman Church. The last time a large 
number were elevated to the cardinalate 
en masse was in 1946. Of this, the 
report from the Vatican stated: “A secret 
papal consistory, in a _ history-making 
ceremony, today created thirty-two new 
cardinals, .. . It was the largest num- 
ber of new cardinals ever created at 
one time in the history of the Roman 
Catholic Church.” A later report said, 
“For the American Church it was of 
special note. With Dennis Cardinal 
Dougherty of Philadelphia, the four new 
cardinals—John Cardinal Glennon of St. 
Louis, Samuel Cardinal Stritch of Chi- 
cag6, Edward Cardinal Mooney of De- 
troit, and Francis Cardinal Spellman of 
New York—gave the U, S. for the first 
time five places in the College” (see 
the author’s article in the Gospel Wit- 
March 7, 1946). 


Status IN BotH CHURCH AND STATE 


ness 


Since the announcement from the Vat- 
ican of the twenty-four new cardinals 
to be elevated in January of this year, 
has appeared this statement in the Rom- 
ish press regarding the new cardinal for 
Canada: 

“His Eminence Paul-Emile Cardinal 
Leger. Archbishop of Montreal has now 
become a living legend in the Canadian 
scene. A Cardinal of the Holy Roman 
Church assumes a status in both Church 
and State which is condign to the world’s 
most august senate. Thus a new 
and fateful figure is exalted into a key 
position in the Canadian scene. May 
God’s holy grace attend and His Provi- 
dence conserve us” (The Canadian Reg- 
ister, December 6, 1952). The article 
also stresses the far reach of the new 
cardinal’s powers, and his “jurisdiction 
and cultural prelacy over, not simply 
the four millions in the Province of 
Quebec, but also the several millions 
of his compatriots, , , .” 


By J. B. ROWELL, Th.D. 


PRINCES OF THE BLOOD 

The Apostle Peter wrote, “The elders 
which are among you I exhort, who am 
also an elder .. , neither as being lords 
over God’s heritage, but being ensamples 
to the flock” (1 Pet, 5:1-3). Modern 
Romish Ecclesiastical Law, however, as- 
serts, “Cardinals are, moreover, Roman 
princes—nay, are considered princes of 
the blood” (“Elements of Ecclesiastical 
Law,” by the Rev. S. B. Smith, D.D., 
formerly professor of Canon Law, Vol. 
I, p. 267) “A cardinal has numerous 
legal and other privileges .. . and tem- 
porally to rank with the princes of 
reigning houses” (“A Catholic Diction- 
ary,” by Donald Attwater, p. 81), Thus 
cardinals, as Roman princes, assume the 
status of princes of royal blood, and, as 
temporal princes, claim all the pomp 
and regal honors peculiar to royalty. 
With great ostentation, the Roman 
Church rules that her cardinals shall 
be addressed as “Most eminent Lord,” 
and “His Most Reverend Eminence.” In 
the light of all the implications of these 
claims, the Rt. Hon. W. E. Gladstone 
was justified in his assertion, “The Pope 
demands for himself the right to deter- 
mine the province of his own rights, 
and has so defined it in formal docu- 
ments. as to warrant any and every 
invasion of the civil sphere: and that 
this new version of the principles of 
the Papal Church inexorably binds its 
members to the admission of these ex- 
orbitant claims, without any refuge 01 
reservation on behalf of their duty to 
the Crown” (see “The Vatican Decrees 
in Their Bearing on Civil Allegiance,” 
p. 43). 

The far reach of the power of the 
cardinalate is expressed in the several 
spheres committed to them, as given 
in “Elements of Ecclesiastical Law”: 
“What is meant by the Sacred Congre- 
gations of Cardinals? . . , Both the per- 


(Continued on page 163) 
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Through the Bookshop 


And what may be found there in Bible study and exposition, Christian biography, fiction, 
methods, and practice, missionary adventure, devotional helps, and juvenile reading 


HE Treasury of Andrew Murray. 
Introduction by Ralph G, Turnbull, 


D.D. (Fleming H, Revell Co., 316. 


Third Ave., Westwood, N. J., $2.50.) There 
are certain books that are especially valu- 
able in helping the reader to know how 
to live the Christian life, how to put into 
practice what he reads in the Word. 
Andrew Murray’s writings are of this 
kind, and this collection of thirty-two 
chapters from several of his books is 
a worthy edition to the literature of holy 
living and useful service. 

Dr, Murray’s teaching is not extreme, 
but sane, Scriptural, and clear. There 
are, for example, five chapters from 
“Like Christ,” showing how we ought 
to be like Him “In His Dependence on 
the Father,” “In His Love.” “In His 
Praying,” “In His Use of Scripture,” and 
“In Forgiving.” There are chapters on 
“The Power of United Prayer” and “Per- 
severing Prayer,” on “Abide in Christ,” 
“Holiness and Happiness,” “The Spirit 
_and the Flesh,” “The Presence of 

Christ,” “On Learning Obedience.” Two 
chapters that seem to this reviewer to 
be outstanding are “How It Is To Be 
Found by All” (from “The Full Bless- 
ing of Pentecost”), and “In Christian 
Experience.” These are unusual in de- 
votional literature, for they probe deep 
into the cause of spiritual unrest and 
defeat, and show how victory is to be 
obtained through Christ. They do not set 
forth something that is only for a few, 
or the necessity of a “second blessing,” 
or agonizing prayer for the coming of 
the Holy Spirit; but they show, rather, 
how every believer has the privilege of 
entering by faith into peace and victori- 
ous living. Any thoughtful reader will 
want to mark this book and keep it for 
future reference. It is*full of mem- 
orable and quotable sentences, Dr. Turn- 
bull has rendered a real service to Chris- 
tian readers today by culling tkese 
impressive selections from the writings 
of Andrew Murray. 


Teacher’s Manual for Vacation Bible 
Schools. Third Series. (Concordia Pub. 
House, St. Louis 18; 60 cents.) Any 
worker with children in church or Sun- 
day school, or the parent in the home, 
or the missionary on the foreign field, 
will find richly rewarding a perusal of 
this manual intended for teachers of all 
grades in the Vacation Bible School. 
While it deals with the material of this 
particular course, and instructs the 
teacher in its use, yet such sections as 
“Knowing the Children,” “Telling the 
Bible Story,” and similar features, will 
be helpful for the users of any teaching 
‘ourse. It is refreshing to find this 

s 


Unless otherwise stated, any of these 
books may be ordered through the 
Times Book Service, 18th and Arch 
Sts., Philadelphia 3. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 10 cents 
additional; and with each order of 
$3 or over, please include 20 cents 
additional for handling costs. 








entire work Bible centered, yet with an 
abundance of excellent suggestions for 
the use of a wide variety of materials 
and plans. There are complete “Orders 
of Service” for each department, and a 
fine “Bible Drill” giving a brief state- 
ment on each of the books of the Bible. 

Following are the workbooks for 
pupils, to be used with the above 
manual: 

God’s Little Children, Beginners. (26 
cents.) On facing pages are beautifully 
simple Bible lessons suitable for the Be- 
ginner, and opposite a set of pictures of 
children in all sorts of activity, and an 
application of a Bible truth to the life 
and conduct of the child. There are 
also little songs to be taught. 

Handwork Projects, Beginners. (23 
cents.) Large pages of pictures to be 
cut out, colored, and put together. Any 
mother will welcome such a book for 
her own children in the home, 

Living as God’s Children, Primary. (36 
cents.) Similar to the Beginners work- 
books, but more advanced. There is a 
brief Bible story to be read, a “Conduct 
Story,” “Something To Do,” with puzzles 
and handwork, all profusely and beauti- 
fully illustrated. There are review les- 
sons, little prayers to be memorized, and 
a hymn to learn. 


Handwork Projects. Primary. (23 
cents.) Fascinating pictures to be cut 
out, colored, or pasted, and made into 
various objects. 

Walking With God, Junior. (36 cents.) 
Here the plan of teaching is somewhat 
different and is suitable to the Junior 
age. There are lessons leading to the 
child’s acquaintance with the Bible itself, 
and the way of salvation is made very 
clear. 

Handwork Projects, Junior. (23 cents.) 
The coloring and cut-out work is more 
difficult, and is along Bible lines, and 
there are attractive and useful objects 
to be made and taken home, 


In God’s Pathways, Senior. (36 cents.) 
The Bible lessons are longer, and largely 
from the Old Testament. The need and 
the way of salvation are made strong 
and plain. There are true and false tests, 
questions to be looked up and answered 


from the Bible, memory gems, and a 
brief but earnest prayer to be learned. 
This work, like all the others, is attrac- 
tively illustrated, 

Handwork Projects, Senior. (23 cents.) 
Advanced work is given here, with full 
instructions for the making of many in- 
teresting objects and pictures. 


The Epistle to the Philippians. By F. B. 
Meyer. (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) Anyone who is 
acquainted with the writings of this 
author will certainly want to obtain this 
devotional commentary, which the 
author himself considers to be the cream 
of his devotiOnal writings. In a brief 
preface. Dr. Meyer has stated, “It seems 
to me, if I may be allowed to say so, 
that this book. more completely than 
any single one besides, contains the es- 
sence of the messages with which I have 
been entrusted.” This is a verse-by- 
verse treatment of the entire Philippian 
Epistle. There are twenty-seven chap- 
ters of rich, rewarding exposition. Strik- 
ingly simple speech, clearly outlined con- 
tents, illustrations from life and literature, 
discernment of the meaning of the Scrip- 
tures, aptness in the application of di- 
vinely inspired precept and promise, all 
are helpfully combined to make profit- 
able reading of rare quality. So, with 
this reprinting of a fourth volume of 
Dr. Meyer's works by the Baker Book 
House, the commendable project con- 
tinues of making available the best 
Christian literature of the past, 


The Oxford Pocket Scofield Reference 
Bible. (Oxford University Press, New 
York 11; Moroccoette, limp, round cor- 
ners, gold edges, black or blue, $8.50: 
French Morocco, divinity circuit, round 
corners, red under gold, $10.50; Genu- 
ine Morocco, half circuit, leather lined, 
round corners, gold edges, black, $13— 
blue or red, $13.50.) A pocket size edi- 
tion of the Bible, measuring only 3 5/8 
inches by 5 7/16 inches and 7/8 inch 
thick, and containing all the famous 
notes and references edited by Dr. C. I. 
Scofield, is truly a triumph of book- 
binding art. The type is small—Ruby 
32 mo—but is remarkably clear and 
readable, and there are few who will 
not feel that the reduced type size is 
more than compensated for by the con- 
venience of being able to carry this 
beautiful little Bible in one’s pocket or 
purse. Here is an exact page-for-page 
facsimile of the larger Scofield Bibles. 
printed on ultra thin Bible paper by the 
offset process. It is available in several 
bindings and styles, as indicated above. 
It should find a wide acceptance in 
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Christian circles as have other editions 
containing the sound, scholarly, and un- 
usually helpful Scofield notes. 


I Love the Trail. By Bishop John Mc- 
Kendree Springer. (The Parthenon 
Press, Nashville 2, Tenn., cloth, $2.50; 
paper, $1.50.) This biographical sketch 
of the remarkable life of service of Helen 
Emily Springer, in most parts of the 
southern half of Africa and spanning 
nearly six decades, is most sympathet- 
ically written by her husband, Bishop 
Springer, who served with her for most of 
this period. Mrs. Springer was instru- 
mental in starting many mission centers, 
schools, Bible training institutes, and 
church centers in Rhodesia, Belgian 
Congo, and Angola. Almost supernatu- 
rally gifted with physical strength and 
vitality, she lived through many sieges 
of fever and other hardships while do- 
ing pioneer work’ in remote sections. In 
many places, she was the first white 
woman to visit the area, and, during 
the later years of service, she had the 
joy of seeing many of her students, both 
men and women, take places of leader- 
ship in the African church. She helped 
to reduce to writing three African lan- 
guages and was a linguist of unusual 
ability. When on furlough, she traveled 
very extensively throughout the States 
inspiring others, especially young peo- 
ple, to enlist in the cause of evangelism 
and missionary endeavor. Two books 
and many articles on Africa came from 
her pen. This book of 175 pages is in- 
deed a thrilling story of missionary ex- 
tension that will certainly appeal, espe- 
cially to those who may have a 
Methodist background. Mrs, Springer’s 
devotional life was exceptional, and her 
nine volumes of five-year diaries record 
her abiding faith and her utter devotion 
to her Saviour and Lord. Having read 
the Bible through about fifty times, she 
was always urging others to cultivate 
similar devotional habits of a strong con- 
fidence in the written Word of God. 
Bishop Springer, author of several other 
books, has rendered his church a real 
service in*this beautiful biography. 


The Divorce Problem. By W. Fisher- 
Hunter. . (MacNeish Publishers, 6 S. 
Church St., Waynesboro, Pa., $2.25.) 
This original work, and the only one 
that this reviewer knows of that seeks 
to be exhaustive on the subject, treats 
the touchy matter of divorce. The 
question is dealt with from the dispensa- 
tional point of view that relegates Mat- 
thew 5:32 and 19:9 to man under Law 
and not under grace. The emphasis on 
discriminating between the terms “for- 
nication” and “adultery,” which are not 
synonymous, is well taken, but the con- 
clusion that divorce is never permissible 
under any conditions for the Christian 
in this age not only is unproved but is 
open to question. The principal weak- 
ness in this otherwise strongly linked 
chain of evidence is the treatment of 1 
Corinthians 7:15. In the opinion of this 
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reviewer this passage is not merely the 
most important passage relative to the 
grounds for separation and the resulting 
state of complete freedom from the for- 
mer bond, but is the only one. in point. 
The author's analysis of the Greek word 
“bondage” in this verse misses the point, 
and it is significant that he resorts only 
here to a practice that he deplores in 
the writings of others, namely, that proof 
for the interpretation is not adduced 
from the Scriptures but from lengthy 
quotations of the opinions of other 
writers. The book is provocative of 
deep thought, however, on a problem of 
increasing magnitude and complexity. 
The application of the Spirit and Scrip- 
tural precepts here set forth would do 
much to purify the life of the church. 


Growing With Our Children. By Ger- 
trude Nystrom. (Moody Press, Chicago 
10; 35 certs.) Since the author of this 
little study had the kind of mother 
who wrote cute verses, telling her chil- 
dren where to hunt for birthday presents, 
she, too, finds it easy to invent ways and 
means to fill family living with fun. 
Hence her suggestions and exhortations 
stem from personal experience. First 
the need for playing with one’s chil- 
dren is stressed; then the mooted subject 
of discipline discussed, Miss Nystrom 
declaring that physical punishment should 
be used only as a last resort. Regard- 
ing sex education, the statement is made 
that normal adult functioning is largely 
dependent on adequate teaching during 
childhood and adolescence. In further 
chapters, the reader is urged to help chil- 
dren understand the value of time, espe- 
cially the time spent for Christ in public 
and private devotion; also the value of 
money as something to be systematically 
saved, carefully spent, and prayerfully 
given to God. Miss Nystrom then shows 
what to do in the face of childhood dis- 
appointments and frustrations, how to 
teach the meaning of death, and how to 
exhibit the fruits of the Spirit in the 
face of children’s behavior when it is 
most exasperating. 


God So Loved. The Spiritual Basis for 
Evangelism. By Walter Barlow. (Fleming 
H, Revell Co., 316 Third Ave., Westwood, 
N. J., $2.) Written as it is by one of the 
departmental directors of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, U. S,. A., and introduced 
by Dr. John‘ A. Mackay, who is the 
president of Princeton Seminary and 
chairman of the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions, this book almost has an “official” 
flavor. Included on the jacket flap also 
are words of commendation from two 
seminary professors, Ralph Turnbull and 
Elmer Homrighausen! 

The book is, first, a challenge to min- 
isters to be evangelists, although the 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ is not 
once mentioned. It is, second, a definition 
of what evangelism is, pointing out the 
inadequacies of a too glib and glamorous 
gospel and the other extreme of com- 
plete sanctification teaching. 
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Here is warning against the use'of the 
cross as a symbol of beauty while losing 
its real redemptive meaning, and “the 
carrying of the cross to the exclusion 
of dying upon it,” a striking summary 
of the stirring demand for that growth 
in grace by various surrenders to the 
place of personal crucifixion with Christ. 
The double standard of Christian conduct 
is condemned, as are programs for out- 
ward union of organizations that are not 
founded upon affirmations of essential 
doctrine; and the concept of “full-time 
service” as applying only to the ministry 
are each shown te be the foolishness 
they are. 

There is, however, unnecessary tribute 
given to the so-called worthy contribu- 
tions of higher criticism (p. 39) and neo- 
orthodoxy (p. 54). The new Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible is evi- 
dently held in some esteem by the author 
(p. 63), and the purpose of God in the 
church is wrongfully held to be the 
“winning of the world to the feet of 
Christ.” 


Planning Church School Workers’ Con- 
ferences. By Erwin G. Benson, (W., A. 
Wilde Co., Boston 16; $2.) It is with 
techniques only and not the subject mat- 
ter of conferences that Dr, Benson is 
concerned in his fine text. The reasons 
for holding conferences, he observes, are 
to create a better understanding of the 
school’s tasks, to assist in improving 
methods, to discover a solution to class 
problems, to co-ordinate efforts, to de- 
velop a feeling of responsibility, to foster 
group fellowship, and to renew inspira- 
tion. For the planning and conducting 
of such meetings the author gives four- 
teen basic principles that will maintain 
a well-balanced program, then follows 
with a list of hints to the chairman. 
The order of business procedure is also 
discussed, indicating clearly which mo- 
tions are debatable, undebatable, those 
which may not be amended and those 
which require a two-thirds vote. Vari- 
ous types of conferences such as panel, 
symposium, workshop, and the like, are 
explained along with discussion topics 
—these last being grouped under evange- 
lism, organizations, administration, cur- 
riculum, methods, equipment, records, 
publicity, and worship. In addition, 
there are several pages of material 
sources, both books and periodicals, the 
reading of which will avoid “pooled ig- 
norance.” 

The study is interspersed with ques- 
tionnaires, and the last chapter is a mine 
of delightful “Spice, Quips, and Quotes.” 
Dr. Benson is Sunday school field secre- 
tary for the Church of the Nazarene, 


The Christian Home. By Norman V. 
Williams, (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 35 
cents.) “The Christian Husband” is appro- 
priately the title of the first chapter of 
this practical little study, since the hus- 
band is the head of the house, The pattern, 
aims, and objectives, the instrument, and 


(Continued on page 165) 
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International Uniform Lesson 
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LESSON 10. MARCH 8. JESUS URGES ALERTNESS (Temperance) 
Matthew 24:1 to 25:13; Romans 13:11-14; printed text, Matthew 25:1-13 
Golden Text.—Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.—1 Cor. 16:13 


THE KinGc JAMES VERSION 
Matt. 25:1 Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened 
unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth 


to meet the bridegroom, 


2 And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 
3 They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no 


oil with them: 


4 But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 
5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and 


slept. 


6 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the 
bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him, 

7 Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 

8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; 


for our lamps are gone out, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


E HAVE come to the fifth and 

W last of the great bodies of teach- 

ing which are one of the marked 

features of St. Matthew’s Gospel. It may 

be good to remind ourselves of these, 

each terminating with the phrase, “When 

Jesus had finished.” 

The principles of the Kingdom (Matt. 
5:1 to 7:29) 

The promotion of the Kingdom (chaps. 
9:36 to 11:1) 

The progress of the Kingdom (chap. 13: 
1-53) 

The problems of the Kingdom (chaps. 18: 
1 to 19:1) 

The prospects of the Kingdom (chaps. 24: 
1 to 26:1) 

This last we generally term the Olivet 

Discourse. 

Notice the occasion of this predictive 
discourse. Jesus had just said, in His 
lamentation over Jerusalem, “Your house 
is left unto you desolate” (chap. 23:38). 
The response of the disciples was to call 
His attention to the wonderful buildings 
of the Temple—that very house whose 
doom He had pronounced. Had they 
misapprehended His statement? Or were 
they expressing incredulity that any evil 
could befall so sacred and magnificent 
a house? At any rate, their admiration 
of the great stones (Mark 13:1) gave the 
Lord opportunity to clarify to them the 
rather veiled statement that had puzzled 
them. Then His explicit statement 
(Matt, 24:2) drew from the disciples, as 
they later sat on the Mount of Olives 
overlooking the abandoned city, their 
triple-pronged question about “these 
things,” “thy coming,” and “the end of 
the age.” The entire discourse flowed 
from that question, and presented the 
prospects of the Kingdom, 


9 But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not 
enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, 
and buy for yourselves, 


10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and 


they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and 
the door was shut. 


11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, 


Lord, open to us, 


you not. 


12 But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know 


13 Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the 
hour wherein the Son of man cometh, 
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The utmost charity is required in deal- 
ing with the Olivet Discourse, which has 
been made far too much a battleground 
of rival interpreters. The very fact that 
there are so many proposed explanations 
from men of equal scholarship and piety 
ought itself to keep us from too much 
dogmatism. The present writer has 
never offered himself as a_ prophetic 
teacher (at least not since he was twen- 
ty-one!). The most he can claim is to 
be a student who has more questions than 
answers. There is still much light to 
break forth from the sacred page, and 
a humble, prayerful spirit will have its 
reward. 

Verse by Verse 

Matt. 25:1.—“Then shall the kingdom 
of heaven be likened unto ten virgins.” 
The “then” follows from the subject at 
the end of chapter 24. Here is the spir- 
itual situation as it will be at the sec- 
ond coming of Christ. The scene de- 
picted was a familiar one to the 
disciples. Ten was a usual number of 
attendants for the bride on her journey 
to the bridegroom’s house for the wed- 
ding feast, 

Verse 2.—“Five .. . wise, and five... 
foolish.” Compare the parables of the 
Tares and the Dragnet fn chapter 13, 
where also we see a mixture of good 
and bad right to the end. 

Verse 3.—“They that were foolish ... 
took no oil with them.” They expected 
the little bit of oil in their lamps to 
last long enough to get them to the 
bridegroom’s house, not reckoning on de- 
lays. 

Verse 4—“But the wise took oil in 
their vessels.” Perhaps they had had 
previous experience of a bridegroom’s 
tardiness in making his appearance. In 
the East of those days, as in some parts 
of the East today, things were not done 
on the split second, 


Verse 5.—“While the bridegroom tar- 
ried, they all slumbered and slept.” As 
this was usually a nighttime procession. 
sleep would be easily indulged during 
a delay, especially if the night were 
sultry. 

Verse 6—“Behold, the 
cometh.” Someone at the bride’s home 
would be on waich, and as the lamps 
of the bridegroom’s party appeared in 
the distance, would give warning to all 
who were asleep. 


bridegroom 


Verse 7.—"“Trimmed their lamps.” The 
lamps had in the meantime been allowed 
to burn low. More oil, and cutting the 
charred end of the wick, would brighten 
the flame. 

Verse 8.—“Give us of your oil: for our 
lamps are gone out.” Read “going out.” 
Without a fresh supply of oil. the wick 
would not respond to trimming, 

Verse 9.—“Go ye rather to them that 
sell, and buy for yourselves.” This may 
seem harsh on the part of the wise vir- 
gins, but they could not risk the whole 
company’s being left without light. 

Verse 10.—“And while they went to 
buy, . . . the door was shut.” ne wed- 
ding must wait for a tarrying bride- 
groom, but not for tardy attendants, who 
probably had to wake the oil merchant 
from sleep to serve them, 

Verse 11.—“Lord, Lord, open to us.” 
So far as the story goes, the word 
“lord” (lower case) is simply a respect- 
ful “sir.” When we come to apply the 
word to the Lord Jesus, it has its full 
content, and should be capitalized. 

Verse 12.—“I know you not.” That is, 
he refused to recognize them as mem- 
bers of the wedding party. Their care- 
lessness and consequent lateness were 
an insult to the bridegroom, 

Verse .13.—“Watch therefore, for ye 
know neither the day nor the hour 
wherein the Son of man cometh.” Far 
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more is at stake than being shut out 
of a wedding feast. No tardy, testy 
bridegroom is the one we wait for, but 
the Lord of glory, whose demands of 
readiness and watchfulness are just and 
right, 

The Heart of the Lesson 

This parable has been positively tor- 
tured in attempts to spiritualize every 
detail. The result has been a great vari- 
ety of interpretation. It will be much 
safer and sounder to let the parable en- 
force its own lesson without forcing it 
to serve our particular slant of prophetic 
teaching. 

The picture that Jesus drew was a 
common one—He always used common 
things to illustrate great truths. He had 
one main lesson to press home by means 
of this illustration, which was His way 
with parables. We may indeed appeal 
to features in this story to illustrate 
other truths, but if we are expounding 
it as a parable of our Lord’s, we should 
be content to let it teach what He was 
driving home that day—preparedness 
and watchfulness. Let us see the fea- 
tures of the story which specially point 
to this. 

1. All the virgins thought they were 
prepared, for the bridegroom’s coming, 
but five had only an appearance of readi- 
ness, while not having the one thing 
needful. Peter exhorts us to “make your 
calling and election sure” (2 Pet. 1:10). 
Many have the outward form of Chris- 
tianity, and mingle with the saints, but 
have mistaken Christian profession for 
salvation. 

2. The foolish virgins did not “wake 
up” to a realization of their fatal lack 
till it was too late. The c@ming of the 
bridegroom discovered their lack, and 
they were barred from the feast. The 
coming of the Lord will be a time of 
discovery. Those who have depended on 
appearance will be found unprepared, 
but those made ready by a true work 
of the Spirit will be gathered home. 

3. Had the wise virgins not slept, they 
might have warned the foolish virgins 
in time. Perhaps many sleep on in their 
delusion till it is too late, because too 
many “wise virgins” sleep on in their 
security. More watchfulness on the part 
of the saints might save the self-deceived 
from final loss. 

One thing we know: Christ is coming. 
One thing we know not: when Christ 
is coming. The certainty coupled with 
the uncertainty should be enough to 
make us watch. 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. The similarities: 
(1) The lamp of profession (v. 1) 
(2) The sleep of indolence (v. 5) 
2. The differences: 
(1) In preparedness (vs, 3, 4) 
(2) In destiny (vs, 10-12) 


Topics for Development 


The Olivet Discourse. Many attempts 
have been made to analyze this remark- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
9. (22) March .1. — Jesus Condemns 
False Leadership. Matthew 22:34 to 23:39 
Next Week’s Lesson 
11. (24) March 15. — Accountable to 
God . ° Matthew 25:14-46 
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able prophetic discourse of our Lord. I 
do not propose such an analysis here, but 
submit only a general outline which has 
strongly appealed to me, based on Dr. 
G. Campbell Morgan's exposition. 
1. Predictions concerning Israel (chap. 
24: 1-44) 
2. Predictions concerning 
(chaps, 24:45 to 25:30) 
3. Predictions concerning the 
(chap, 25:31-46) 

Lessons From the Ten Virgins. While 
this parable was given with intent to 
enforce one main truth, it can be called 
into service to illustrate other truths. 
The danger lies in trying to prove from 
the parable doctrines which lie beyond 
the scope of its original purpose. Using 
it for illustration of otherwise estab- 
lished truths is another matter, and is 
just as legitimate as drawing illustra- 
tions from any other source. Under Per- 
sonal Applications I shall suggest some 
such ways of using it. ‘The point to re- 
member is that our Lord told a story 
which could happen any night in the 
Palestine of that time. 


the Church 


nations 


With all this in mind, the evangelist 
may use the parable as a warning to 
professors to make sure of their position 
in Christ; the Bible teacher may show 
the vital place of the Holy Spirit (the 
oil) in the life of the believer; the 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
e 
HAT name is generally given to 
the discourse from which this 
week’s lesson is drawn? 

2. What called forth the discourse con- 
tained in these two chapters? 

3. Into what three divisions does the 
subject matter of these two chapters 
fall? 

4. What danger should be avoided in 
interpreting parables in general, and this 
one in particular? 

5. Who are the virgins, so far as the 
story of the parable goes? 

6. Who do the virgins represent? 

7. What does the coming forth of the 
bridegroom represent? 

8. What similarities are discernible be- 
tween the foolish virgins and the wise 
virgins? 

9. What are the vital differences be- 
tween the foolish virgins and the wise 
virgins? 

10. Why are so many asleep in their 
false security? 


(Answers on page 160) 
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preacher of the second coming of Christ 
may ring out the midnight cry to saints 
and sinners alike. 


Personal Applications 

The lamp of profession may burn for 
a while with the oil of religious enthusi- 
asm, but only the oil of the Holy Spirit 
can keep the lamp of witness shining 
till Jesus comes 

Outward appearance may be deceit- 
ful; see that your heart is right with 
God. 

It is the Bridegroom’s privilege to 
“tarry,” but it is not ours to sleep (1 
Thess, 5:4-8). 

If the saints sleep, what can we expect 
of the church professors? Let the saints 
awake, and there will be fewer deceived 
sinners, 

We can tell others the way of salvation, 
but we cannot share our salvation with 
others (Matt, 25:8, 9). 

Let us be sure that we know Him now, 
and He will not say then, “I know you 
not.” 

There is no shortage of the Spirit, but 
each must go to the source of supply for 
himself (vs, 8, 9). 


Golden Text 

1 Cor, 16:13.—“Watch ye, stand fast in 
the faith, quit you like men, be strong.” 
Here is downright, rugged Christianity, 
marked by watchfulness, steadfastness, 
manliness, and increasing fortitude, This 
is hardly a golden text, however, but an 
iron one, Now turn to the verse in your 
Bible, and you will find a little sentence 
added which changes the iron to gold. 
All these manly qualities must be under 
the sway of love. 

ELMHuRST, ILL, 
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From the Plattorm 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep HyMNS 
“O for a Thousand Tongues” 
“Jesus Bids Us Shine” 
“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our holy 
Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for the 
faithful and loving warnings of Thy 
Word. Help us to understand and heed 
the warning before us this day. Help 
us to make sure we have the oil of a 
deep and true inward life of trust in 
Christ showing itself in loving, constant 
obedience to Thee. Forgive us who have 
passed ourselves off as real Christians 
when we are not, and help us truly to 
seek Thee till we find Thee. Help us 
all to persevere in faith, prayer, and ear- 
nest cultivation of that holiness without 
which no man shall see the Lord. 
Through the new week guide and keep 
us and make our lives useful to Thee 
and a blessing to others. Brighten the 
lot of all sad and suffering folk with 
mercies suited to their special need. 
Bring a great wave of repentance, faith, 
and revival oyer our land and other 
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lands, and let the kingdoms of this world 
become the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. We pray in His name. Amen. 
After the Lesson.—The plight in which 
the foolish virgins found themselves was 
a case of “too little and too late.” 
First they were too little prepared. 
They took iamps but no oil beyond what 
the lamps held. It was enough to make 
their lamps burn at the start and make 
a show of being ready, but not enough 
to make for long continued burning. 
The lamp stands for what is outward in 


sost BE READY eacs DAY 


a Christian life and the oil for what is 
inward. Some people have the lamp of 
church membership without the oil of a 
spiritual life in real and deep touch with 
Christ. They are busy in church life 
and work, but lack the holiness without 
which no man shall see the Lord. They 
think it enough to be one of the church 
crowd, to be outwardly a Christian, but 
inwardly they lack much. They lack 
repentance, lack the new birth, lack the 
prayer life, the persevering obedience. 
the love and loyalty to Christ marking 
one who is a Christian inwardly. Never 
think it enough that you raised your 
hand or signed a gard, or were baptized 
and joined the church if there was no in- 
ward change and if your life today is no 
different from that of your unsaved 
friends. That is too little to meet the 
test of Christ’s return. 

Then the foolish virgins were too late 
to remedy matters when they saw they 
were unprepared. It is never too soon 
to seek Christ and His salvation, but 
some day it may be too late. You girls 
and boys are in the early hours of your 
life: Sometimes your heart tells you to 
seek the Lord and become a real Chris- 
tian, but you say, “I’m young yet. There’s 
plenty of time.” But you cannot be 
sure there is plenty of time. 
“Seek ye the Lord while he may be 
found, call ye upon him while he is 
near.” And He is most near when you 
are young. “Now is the accepted time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation.” Be 
sure you use it. 

CaLGaRY, ALTA., CAN, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Watch therefore, for ye know neither 
the day nor the hour” (Matt. 25:13).— 
The important point of this parable is 
our Lord’s exhortation to watchfulness. 

It has often been said that there is 
but one exact interpretation of a passage 
of Scripture, but many applications, We 
fee] that the interpretation belongs to 
Israel—but application to the church. 

It must be recalled that our Lord at 
this time is seated, with His disciples, 


God says, - 
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on the Mount of Olives (chap. 24:1-3) 
still answering their threefold question: 
(1) “When shall these things be? and 
[2] what shall be the sign of thy com- 


ing, and [3] of the end of the world 
for age]?” It (the parable) is intended 
to reveal, under a familiar figure, the 


absolute necessity of proper preparation 
for His glorious appearing when He re- 
turns with His bride. 

An Oriental wedding is the setting of 
the lesson. The groom goes to the house 
of the father of the bride, where he is 
united in marriage to her. Then the 
bridal company proceeds to the groom’s 
house for the wedding feast. They are 
joined on the way by virgins carrying 
torches. Those who are prepared enter 
his house to participate in the feast, 
while the unprepared are rejected, 

The bride of the Lamb is the aggre- 
gate of the redeemed from Pentecost to 
the Rapture (Eph, 5:32). When the Lord 
Jesus Christ comes in the air, He will 
catch away His bride and take her to 
be with Him (1 Thess, 4: 13-18), 

The marriage shall place in 
Heaven's bridal chamber 19: 7-9). 


take 
(Rev. 


February 21, 1953 


The Father’s house shall be the scene 
of that glad and joyous event (John 
14:1-3). “The earth is the Lord’s, and 
the fulness thereof; the world, and they 
that dwell therein” (Psa, 24:1). Hence, 
He will in due time return with His 
bride, and Israel and the nations should 
be fully prepared to welcome Him and 
go with Him into the fullness and rich- 
ness of the millennial wedding feast, or 
feasts—as the word is really in the 
plural. 

The Lord had already told them that 
they were to let their loins be girded 
about, and their lights burning “and ye 
yourselves,” He said, “like unto men that 
wait for their lord, when he will return 
from the wedding.” He pronounced a 
blessing for those servants whom when 
He cometh He shall find watching. He 
promised that He would gird Himself 
and “make them to sit down to meat, and 
will come forth and serve them” (Luke 
12:35-37). The faithful remnant of Is- 
rae] will be ready. They will correspond 
to the five wise virgins. And because 
“they are not all Israel, which are of 
Israel” (Rom, 9:6), there will be unpre- 


ARE YOU SHUT IN OR SHUT OUT? 


“The door was shut Lageinst the five foolish virgins )."cmr 25:70.) 


“ 


minister and Bible expositof, 
churches. 





“The Lord shut 
him (Noah) in-’coem 7:76) 
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pared ones among them, corresponding 
to the foolish virgins. 

As to the application to the church, 
we will say that although the early 
church had such precious portions re- 
garding the Lord’s return as John 14: 
1-3; 1 Corinthians 15:51-58: 1 Thessaloni- 
ans 4:13-18, and the like, they lost sight 
of that blessed hope and slumbered and 
slept until] the midnight cry was heard: 
“Behold. the bridegroom cometh.” The 
truth as to the Lord’s return was revived, 
and it is estimated that now there are 
more spiritually watchful believers than 
ever in the history of the church. 

If the Lord Jesus were to return to- 
day, all believers would be caught up 
to meet Him in the air; but there are 
many who profess to know Him but who 
lack the oil—the grace of the Holy Spirit 
—who would be left behind like the fool- 
ish virgins, 

Dr. Ironside related a striking case 
of this kind. The woman concerned in 
it related it to Dr, Ironside herself, For 
years she was a professor of religion. 
She was regular in attendance at serv- 
ices, and was a member of a church, but 
not born again. 

She was alone in her room one night 
when the lamp she had lighted suddenly 
went out, leaving her in darkness. “Al- 
most involuntarily she exclaimed, “There 
is no oil in the lamp!” The words were 
scarcely uttered before they seemed to 
come reverberating back into her ears, 
but with a new and solemn meaning. 
“No oil in the lamp! I’ve heard that 
before. Ah, yes, in the parable of the 
virgins. Five of them had no oil in their 
lamps when the bridegroom came, and 
they were shut out of the feast.” Her 
mind became troubled. For several 
days, and even nights, the thought was 
ever with her. She would often cry out in 
anguish of soul: “No, I have no oil in 
my lamp. What will become of me? I 
have not the grace of God in my heart.” 

A horror of great darkness came upon 
her. She longed to be saved, yet knew 
not how. In great distress she began 
to pray, and God opened her eyes to see 
her lost, undone condition before Him, 
and showed her that she could do noth- 
ing to save herself. She searched His 
Word for light as to how she might ob- 
tain the longed-for “oil” and at last was 
led to realize that the work that saves 
had all been finished long ago when the 
Lord Jesus bore her sins in His own body 
on the tree. Glad was she to be saved 
so simply, and yet in a way that brought 
satisfaction, 

A TEMPERANCE NOTE 


Dr. K. O. White, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church, Little Rock, Ark., de- 
cided during a county-wide evangelistic 
campaign in that city to visit the many 
local liquor stores and invite the owners 
and salespeople to the services. 

The woman behind the counter of the 
first store visited was a member of his 
own congregation, although unknown to 
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him personally. The proprietor of an- 
other store said he was an Episcopalian, 
but was retiring and had sold out to a 
Baptist. Another clerk was the daughter 
of a Lutheran preacher. Still others 
were Methodists, Presbyterians, a mem- 
ber of the Church of Christ, and some 
others were Catholics. After the expe- 
rience, Dr. White exclaimed, “The Lord 
have mercy on us, when professing 
Christians can sell the Devil's poison and 
complacently inform you they belong to 
loca] churches!” 


Wawona, CALIF, 


Ld 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, physically, oil is the 

central feature of this tragic incident. 
Oil has always been an important factor 
in human history, and it is of greater 
importance today than ever before. The 
concern for oil is a bone of contention 
between nations today, to such an ex- 
tent that it might precipitate another 
world war, unless it can be peaceably 
settled. 

The calamity that fell upon the five 
foolish virgins was the result of their 
failure to*have oil in their lamps. It 
was the custom to meet the arriving 
bridegroom with lighted lamps, and ten 
maidens fared forth to do this courtesy. 
But five of them were foolish and took 
no oil in their vessels. While they 
awaited at the appointed place, they took 
a nap, and at midnight were awakened 
by the announcement: “Behold, the 
bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet 
him.” And every maiden began hastily 
to trim and light her lamp; but as each 
one of that foolish five lighted her wick, 
the flame flickered and went out. There 
was no oil to keep it burning. In con- 
fusion and dismay they begged the five 
wise maidens to share their oil; but they 
answered: “Not so; lest there be not 
enough for us and you: but go... and 
buy for yourselves.” “And while they 
went to buy, the bridegroom came; and 
they that were ready went in with him 
to the marriage: and the door was shut.” 

What a sight for the five foolish when 
they returned from the filling station— 
that shut door! No matter how they 
banged upon it and shouted, “Lord, Lord, 
open to us”—it was no use; they were 
too late. Tragic words: too late! 

Tennyson has expressed their agony 
in his “Guinevere”: 

“No light had we; for that we do repent; 

And learning this, the bridegroom will 

relent. 

Too late, too late! ye cannot enter now. 

“No light: so late! and dark and chill 

the night! 

O let us in, that we may find the light! 

Too late, too late! ye cannot enter now. 

“Have we not heard the bridegroom is 

so sweet? 

O let us in, tho’ late, to kiss his feet! 

No, no, too late! ye cannot enter now!” 
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Fellows, oil is a fitting symbol of the 
Holy Spirit. The seven golden candle- 
sticks of Zechariah 4:2, 12 and Revela- 
tion 2:1 were fed by oil. Seven is the 
perfect number in Scripture. Physical 
oil has seven important uses. First, it 
produces light. The Holy Spirit illumi- 
nates the understanding. He is a lamp 
upon the pathway of life, revealing the 
way to be taken and the dangers to be 
avoided. Second, oil is a healing agent. 
It has curative value and serves as a 
base for many remedies. The Good 
Samaritan poured oil into the wounds of 
the poor fellow who had been set upon 
by bandits (Luke 10:34). The Holy 
Spirit heals wounded hearts and diseases 
of the soul. 

Third, oil is a fertilizer. Cotton seed 
meal, because of the oil in it, is used by 
farmers to enrich the soil and make it 
fertile. The Holy Spirit fertilizes thought 
and promotes initiative, especially in the 
Spiritual realm. Fourth, burning oil pro- 
duces heat. The Holy Spirit warms the 
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heart and fires the spirit of men with 
high purpose. 

Fifth, oil is food; it is used in many 
recipes for nourishing food. The Holy 
Spirit feeds and nourishes the spiritual 
life, enabling it to grow strong. The 
Holy Spirit gave us the Word, the bread 
of life, and interprets it to us. Sixth, 
oil is a lubricant. Take oil away and 
every machine in existence would cease 
to function. The world would be para- 
lyzed. The Holy Spirit inspires peace, 
prevents friction, enables Christians to 
work together in harmony. Christians 
filled with*the Spirit can “team up” with 
other Spirit-filled Christians and accom- 
plish miracles, with never a word of dis- 
sention, 

Seventh and last, oil is power. The 
Holy Spirit is the greatest power in ex- 
istence. All the nations, all the armies, 
all the navies, all the air forces, and all 
the split atoms in the world combined 
are but a speck in the sky in contrast 
to the almighty power of the Holy Spirit. 
“Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
spirit, saith the Lord of hosts” (Zech. 
4:6). 

The amazing thing, fellows, is that the 
Holy Spirit is yours and mine simply for 
the asking. He is here: closer than hands 
or feet, wanting to fill us with Himself. 
That is “oil in our lamps.” That is what 
will make us ready, and keep us ready, 
to meet the Bridegroom, the Lord Jesus, 
who is coming—and it may be any 
moment! 

FonTANA Dao, N, C. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1953 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the pririted lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

The Usurper’s Feet.—Watch ye, stand 
fast in the faith. quit you like men, be 
strong (1 Cor. 16:13, Golden Text). The 
other day at the officers’ table in one of 
the cantonments, a young French officer 
said something that should stir the heart 
of every believer in the Lord’s return. 
The officers were joking and the French- 
man did not join in. Finally one of the 
officers said to him (he was in the can- 
tonment instructing in gas-mask prac- 
tice), “‘There’s to be a dance down at the 
Club tonight. Will you join us?” To 
the surprise of the whole party, the 
Frenchman moved back from the table, 
tears in his eyes. “I? Dance?” he said, 
slowly. “I? Dance?” With the feet of 
the enemy on my native land? No, 
gentlemen, a Frenchman never makes 
merry until the enemy has taken his feet 
from French soil. I beg to be excused; do 
not ask me to eat.” The group of officers 
arose with him, and one begged his par- 
don in behalf of them all. He sweetly 
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accepted their apology, but begged to be 
excused from eating, and left the room 
with the tears in his eyes, while silence 
fell on the mess. God help us to have 
such loyalty to the coming King that 
we will count even what would be gain 
to us as dross, until the Devil lifts his 
feet from this land and Jesus is back 
with us—From Paul Rader, quoted in 
the King’s Business. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, David City, Nebr. 


That First Step—Watch ye (1 Cor. 
16:13, Golden Text). During some alter- 
ations to a saloon, it was found that the 
bottom step approaching the place was 
unsafe, so it was propped up temporarily, 
and this sign put up: “Mind the first 
step”’—a truly significant warning!— 
From the Sunday School Chronicle. Sent 
by Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex. 
Eng. Prize illustration. 


“All We Like Sheep.”—They that were 
foolish (Matt. 25:3). Joe went sliding on 
the pond, and the ice broke. He strug- 
gled out of the water and went home 
wringing wet. “Why did you slide?” 
asked Auntie. ‘“ ‘Cause all the other boys 
did,” said Joe. His aunt gave him dry 
clothes and a warm drink. Then she 
said, “When I was a little girl, Joe, my 
father had a great flock of sheep. One 
day a big ram found a gap in the fence, 
and he thought it would be fun to see 
what was in the next field. So in he 
jumped, and down he tumbled to the 
bottom of an old dry well where Father 
used to throw rubbish. The next sheep 
never stopped to see what had become 
of him, but jumped right after, and the 
next, and the next, and they kept on 
jumping and jumping, till the well was 
full. Then Father had to pull them out 
as best he could, and the sheep at the 
bottom of the well were almost smoth- 
ered to death.” “My, what silly fellows!” 
exclaimed Joe. Then he looked up at 
his aunt and laughed.—From the Lon- 
don Sunday Times. Sent by A&A A. Clarke, 
Southport, Eng. 


When Tempted To Let Go.—While the 
bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered 
and slept (Matt. 25:5). Two policemen 
were told, by their chief, to stay at a cer- 
tain corner. They were trustworthy men, 
and they were warned they mustn’t leave 
that corner no matter what happened. 
After they had waited two hours without 
hearing from the chief, one of them said, 
“Let’s go into the cafe and get coffee.” 
“No,” said the other, “I won’t go. You 
know we were told we must keep alert 
tonight. There’s something going to 
happen, the chief said so.” But the man 
who wanted the coffee left his post of 
duty. While he was in the cafe, the 
cafe owner gave a sign to some men, 
and a daring robbery took place in a 
near-by building. The policeman on 
duty did his best, but he was handicap- 
ped for want of his comrade. Later, 
when he was being promoted for being 
faithful, his comrade was heard to say, 
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s 
“If. only I had stuck with him!” Chris- 
tian friend, tempted to let up a little, 
keep on the alert. Think on the crown- 
ing day.—From a tract. Sent by Mrs. J. 
Shields, Toronto, Can. 


Perhaps Today.—Behold, the bride- 
groom cometh (Matt. 25:6). At night, as 
Dr. Horatius Bonar retired to rest, his last 
action before he laid down to sleep was 
to draw aside the curtain. and, looking 
up into the starry heavens, say, “Perhaps 
tonight, Lord!” In the morning, as he 
arose, his first movement was to raise 
the blind, and, looking out upon the gray 
dawn, remark, “Perhaps today, Lord!” 
—From Dawn. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, 
Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


The Real First Aid.—Bui he answered 
and said, Verily I say unto you, I know 
you not (Matt. 25:12). The trucks of a 
certain brewery carry a sign saying, “All 
our drivers hold a first aid certificate. 
Call on their services, when needed.” 
A fine gesture, you think? Perhaps, but 
such show of concern for human life 
comes with poor grace from the makers 
and sellers of the very stuff that causes 
more accidents than anything else. There 
would be more sense and sincerity in 
quitting the making and selling of liquor, 
whén it takes such terrible toll of hu- 
man life. Never take liquor yourself, 
and keep clear of any participation in 
the liquor industry. No Christian dare 
touch it.—From Joseph Edwin Harris, in 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by M. 
Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


Off Guard.—Watch therefore, for ye 
know neither the day nor the hour 
wherein the son Of man cometh (Matt. 
25:13). Some day you may visit the in- 
teresting and historic French-Canadian 
city of Quebec. There you will see the 
Plains of Abraham, where the English 
forces of General Wolfe won Quebec 
from the French. When you see the 
steep ascent that Wolfe’s men had to 
make up the face of the great rocky 
cliffs, you will be amazed that they suc- 
ceeded. Mere boys should have been 
able to hold off a force of soldiers 
from scaling such cliffs and gaining the 
heights. Yet Wolfe and his men made 
the ascent and gained the citadel. Why? 
Because the overconfident defenders be- 
came careless and pleasure-loving: and, 
one night, when they were off guard, the 
enemy saw his opportunity, scaled the 
heights, and took the city. Quebec fell 
because its defenders failed to keep 
watch. And for failure to keep watch, 
thousands are losing the battles of life 
every day; while, at the last. for failure 
to keep watch, many will be unready 
for the return of Jesus Christ. No one 
knows when sudden temptation may 
strike. No one knows when the hour of 
death will come. No one knows when 
Christ will return as King and Judge. 
Watch your thoughts; watch your words; 
watch your deeds. Watch the company 
you keep, the books you read, the amuse- 
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ments you follow, the places you go. 
Watch and pray against all of which 
you would be ashamed before your Lord. 
—From Joseph Edwin Harris, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. 
S. J. Beeker, Nashville, Tenn. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
LIVING ON THE ALERT 
| spesonggroaccen needed: white construc- 
tion paper folded to make double 
doors which do not quite meet. Black 
letters pasted on the inside in the fol- 
lowing arrangement: 
ALAS, 
THE DOOR 
WAS 
SHUT! 
When the doors are shut it will just 
show the letters spelling LOST, reading 
downward. Dark blue paper, silver 
paper, pattern of lightning (or girls may 
make their own), scissors and paste, 
pencils and notebooks 

Our lesson today is called Living on 
the Alert, and if ever there was a time 
when Christians needed to be alert, it 
is now. Prophecy is being fulfilled be- 
fore our eyes. and things are rapidly 
moving toward the end of this age. 

Let us read, altermately, Matthew 24: 
1-14; and as we do, you girls on this 
side of the table note down the signs 
given for the end of the age, and you 
on the other side watch for the instruc 
tions given God’s people for that time. 

Carol. will you write on the black- 
board the signs we found inethese few 
Now let’s check those that are 
being fulfilled today. What about the 
first one, false christs? (Wouldn't Father 
Divine be a fulfillment of that? I believe 
so, and some of the other leaders of false 
cults might qualify. Furthermore, politi- 
cal leaders like Hitler and Stalin, who 
have practically demanded worship may 
be other fulfillments.) I think we must 
check this first sign mentioned here, 

Wars and ru We know 
that must be checked without any dis- 
cussion at all What about famines? 
There are terrible famines today in 
China and India, and partial famines in 
other countries where the people never 
really get enough to eat. So we must 
check that one, too 

What about earthquakes? Japan has 
had several. San Francisco had a ter- 
rible one in 1906, and we frequently read, 
in the daily papers, of one somewhere 
else. We even had one here a few years 
ago. Some of you were here at Sunday 
school when it took place and you will 
remember marching out of the swaying 
building while the pianist bravely kept 
on playing. Yes, we must check earth- 
quakes, 

Next on the list comes persecutions. 
There have been terrible persecutions of 


verses. 
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the Jews in my lifetime, and today Chris- 
tians are being persecuted cruelly in 
China, Russia, South America, and many 
other places. Certainly we must check 
persecutions. 

How about iniquity abounding? Every 
paper we read tells of crimes of one sort 
or another. Thoughtful people every- 
where are reading and writing papers 
on juvenile delinquency and on parent 
delinquency. Sin is abounding as never 
before. 

What about love waxing cold? After 
all the Lord Jesus has done for us, we 
should gladly give Him our time, our tal- 
ents, and our money. Every Christian 
should be living wholeheartedly for the 
Lord, ready to die for Him if necessary. 
The people of the early church sold their 
possessions and gave all they had to 
Christ. But here in our own country there 
are missionaries now waiting to go to 
the field, held back for lack of funds. 
What is the trouble? Are all Christians 
poverty-stricken? Not at all. Many 
could give ten times as much as they 
are giving, if their love had not waxed 
cold, so that they love pleasures more 
than they love God, and they don’t seem 
to care that souls are dying without 
hearing the Gospel of Christ. Every- 
thing on our list is checked. What does 
that tell us? (That we must be getting 
near the end.) 

What instructions did you girls find? 
(“Take heed that no man deceive you.”) 
This is a warning we need very much 
today. There are people on almost every 
street corner with literature which is 
deceiving others. Many carry it from 
house to house. Newspapers print re- 
ligious articles which contain false state- 
ments. Satan tries in every possible 
way to deceive us. Our only safety lies 
in keeping close to the Lord, and prayer- 
fully reading His Word. 

Did you find any more instructions? 
(“Be not troubled.”) This is important 
also. If a Christian is not troubled in 
the face of danger, sorrow, and suffer- 
ing, the unsaved know that he possesses 
something they don’t have, and it is a 
strong testimony to them. How can we 
help being troubled? Only by getting 
to know the Lord so well that we are 
perfectly confident to leave everything 
in His hands. He has said that “all 
things work together for good to them 
that love God” (Rom, 8:28), and we can 
depend on His Word. 

As we haven't time to read the rest 
of this chapter, let me call your atten- 
tion to two more instructions that Jesus 
gave His disciples. One is in verse 42, 
“Watch therefore.” We need to be on 
the alert, watching for our Lord's re- 
turn. How happy we shall be if He 
comes when we are praying, “Come, 
Lord Jesus”! If He should come when 


we are not thinking of Him and our 
words and actions are displeasing to Him, 
we will be ashamed before Him. The 
other one is in verse 44, “Therefore be 
ye also ready.” 


If we are truly saved 
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But we are 


we are ready in one sense. 
not ready to meet Him with joy, if we 
are doing something He disapproves, 

Now we will read Matthew 25:1-13. 
You will love this story because it is 
about ten girls probably not much older 
than you. It says that five of them were 
wise and five of them were foolish. The 
wise ones had been genuinely converted 
and had the Holy Spirit, but the five 
foolish ones only professed to be saved. 
Let us read this story together, (Hold 
white gate open.) Look at the sad words 
on this paper, “Alas, the door was shut.” 
The shut door meant that it was forever 
too late for those on the outside to get 
in. If we shut the gate you will see the 
word that describes their eternal con- 
dition! LOST. Is there anyone in our 
class who would be lost if that door 
closed today? 

In your notebooks write “Matthew 24.” 
Below that, “Signs of the End of the 
Age,” and underneath, “The Coming of 
Christ.” Then make some silver light- 
ning on a dark blue sky and copy below, 
verse 27. 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Being Prepared (Matt. 25:1-13) 


O YOU have fire drills at school? You 

go out quickly without even turn- 

ing back to get your coat? Fire drills 
get you ready so you can get out fast 
when a real fire comes. Nobody knows 
when that will be. The Lord Jesus tells 
us of something else that will happen 
fast, and nobody knows when it will be 
—His coming back again. He told a 
story about being ready, about ten 
bridesmaids, ten “virgins” they are called 
in the Bible. It was going to be a grand 
wedding, but the bridegroom was coming 
fram far away, and nobody knew just 
when he would arrive, because there 
were no 7.15 trains in those days. He’d 
be there that evening sometime, and 
they would be ready. I suppose the 
bridesmaids came in their best clothes; 
and, as weddings in those days were 
different from now, each one brought 
a lamp for the wedding procession 
through the dark streets. But the bride- 
groom didn’t come, and he didn’t come. 
Eight o’clock, nine o'clock, ten o’clock! 
One by one the bridesmaids, perhaps 
sitting by the door waiting, dozed off, 
and went to sleep right where they were. 
Suddenly at midnight the servant, 
posted somewhere along the way to 
watch for the bridegroom, burst in, 
shouting: “Here he comes! Go meet 
him!” How hard it is to wake up quickly! 
Hurriedly the sleepy girls trimmed their 
lamps. But some of the lights were 
sputtering and going out! No oil! “Give 
us some of your oil,” they said to those 
with brightly burning lights, who had 
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brought their own oil. “No, indeed! 
There wouldn’t be enough for us both. 
Go buy your own at the store.” Off 
the five foolish ones rushed. But were 
any stores open at that time of night? 
They had missed the procession, but 
anyway they would hurry back to the 
wedding. And what do you think! The 
door was shut! They knocked and 
called, but couldn’t get in! “Watch out!” 
said the Lord. “You won’t know when 
I'm coming back, the day nor the hour.” 

Do you sing, “This little light of mine, 
I’m going to let it shine,” and end up 
with, “Let it shine till Jesus comes, I’m 
going to let it shine”? It isn’t your 
finger which shines, is it? It’s your 
heart. Now you boys and girls all look 
as if you had lamps to shine for the 
Lord. You come to Sunday school regu- 
larly. You sing the songs of the Lord. 
You say you love Him. You may be- 
long to the church. You wouldn’t want 
to miss Heaven! But He comes, say ten 
minutes from now, right while we are 
here at Sunday school. All at once you 
know you haven't the right heart to meet 
Him, What is the matter? No Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit is God’s seal or mark 
to show everyone who is His. The Holy 
Spirit is the one who comes in when a 
person really takes Jesus for his Sav- 
iour from sin, and keeps him shining 
till Jesus comes. Another boy is all 
ready. Can he share with you? No, 
you must get saved yourself, and have 
your own filling of the Holy Spirit. 
Perhaps you hurry to ask the minister 
how to be saved. But he is gone. When 
you hurry back, you find the other boys 
and girls in your Sunday school class 
gone—gone» with Jesus. “Lord, Lord, 
won't You take me, too?” you cry. But 
it is too late, you have been just a pre- 
tend-Christian. 

But the Lord Jesus hasn’t come yet. 
We've just been imagining it to have 
happened—it really isn’t too late. Won’t 
you take the Lord Jesus for your Sav- 
iour from sin now and receive the oil 
of the Holy Spirit and be ready? 

The Lord never did like pretenders 
(picture of Him denouncing the Phari- 
sees to represent Matthew 23). When His 
disciples wanted to know when He was 
coming again and about the end of the 
city and of the world, He told them 
what we read in Matthew 24. Read it 
this week. “Watch and pray, that ye 
enter not into temptation” (Matt. 26:41, 
Memory Verse). 

Orono, MAINE, 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper, 
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a 
For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


FTER telling the story of the foolish 

and wise virgins, clearly emphasiz- 
ing the necessity of being ready for the 
Lord’s return at any moment, the lesson 
can be concluded with a simple but very 
effective object lesson. 

Tools needed: A magnet with a piece 
of cotton pasted on it, and a picture of 
the ascending Christ on top of the cotton; 
2 clothespins, 1 with a piece of wire 
around it. (If you prefer, dress 2 cellu- 
loid dolls—one to resemble a boy and 
the other a girl. On the back of the 
boy doll, fasten 4 small key or some 
other small metal object that will be 
drawn by the magnet. While preparing 
the dolls takes,a longer time, the extra 
effort will be well worth while. You 
will find other uses for them in other 
lessons.) 

Betty and Dick went to Sunday school 
every Sunday. They listened to the les- 
sons, they learned their memory verses, 
they always took their missionary offer- 
ings. One day Dick made the most im- 
portant decision of His whole life. He 
knew that he had sinned, that he needed 
someone to save him from his sin, he 
was sorry for his sins, he believed that 
the Lord Jesus Christ was God’s Son who 


could and would save him, and he asked if 


the Lord Jesus to be his Saviour. Betty a age 
listened to the same lessons that Dick Now in the New 21st Edition 
had listened to and she knew that she, A bulwark for your home! Never has the need for Bible teaching in the 


too, should receive the Lord Jesus, but : 
she was stubborn and willful and re- American home been so great as now. THE BOOK OF LIFE gives parents and 


fused to do so. . _ teachers a Bible-centered program for the building of Christian character. 
Later Dick talked with her about it. The new 21st Edition in 8 beautiful volumes, contains 950 illustrations 


“Betty, why don’t you receive the Lord " ; 
Jesus as your Saviour?” many in full color, plus Bible maps, helpful Notes and a complete Pro- 


“You don’t get me to do that,” Betty nmouncing Dictionary of Biblical Proper Names—4100 fascinating pages. 
answered, “not until I’m old. I want 


to have fun and go to parties and do PRAISED BY PASTORS AND TEACHERS 


things. Anyway, Christians are sissies!” 
“Oh, yeah?” Dick replied. “Who said Leaders of all denominations praise THE BOOK OF LIFE for its usefulness 


so? Do you know what the Bible says? to parents, teachers and ministers. It makes Bible reading enjoyable for all 
It says‘ that Christians should be good ages from “the tiny tot to th Id saint.” 
soldiers of Jesus Christ. Did you ever 78 oa a . 

THE BOOK OF LIFE presents the Bible in the matchless King James 


know a good soldier that was a sissy? 
Did you, now: did you?” Version with a Glossary explaining obsolete words and phrases. 


Betty thought of the soldiers that she 

knew and not one of them was a sissy. _ 

“Well. no, I guess not. But I'm not go- INCOME OPPORTUNITY 

ing to be a Christian now, anyway. To REPRESENTATIVES 

Maybe when I'm older I'll be one, but Representatives of THE BOOK OF | 

not now.’ LIFE are offered an unusual oppor- | I am interested in considering your offer to 
“You might not live to be old. Or tunity to combine a real Christian | Representatives of THE BOOK OF LIFE. Please 

maybe the Lord Jesus will return for service with excellent income, on | send free booklet, “Opportunity Plus.” 

| 
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18). He Himself said, ‘Watch therefore, a ee ee 
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tians to be with Him, for I’m all ready 
for Him.” 

Surely enough, just as Dick said, the 
Lord Jesus will come for His own some 
day—it may be today. He will come 
in a cloud (Acts 1:9-11) “with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ 
{the Christians who have died] shall rise 
first: Then we which are alive and re- 
main shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air: and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord” (1 Thess. 4:16, 17). 

Betty and those like her, who have 
never been born again, will not go up 
to be with the Lord Jesus; but Dick, like 
all believers, will be caught up to be 
forever with the Lord Jesus Christ in 
a place which He has prepared for those 
who love Him (John 14:3). The most 
important thing that anyone can ever 
do is to make sure that he is prepared 
to meet the Lord Jesus. There could 
be no finer time than this very minute 
to make sure that you have Him as your 
Saviour. (Give a definite invitation.) 

Among Us Teachers: As you. get to 
the last two paragraphs, be sure to dem- 
onstrate your lesson with your magnet 
and dolls. The effect will be more strik- 
ing if you hold the magnet over the 
girl doll first and then over the boy doll, 
which will cling to the magnet as you 
lift it high above your head. One of 
the brighter youngsters will doubtless 
exclaim, “Oh, I know, it’s a magnet.” 
That is your opportunity to explain that 
just as the magnet and doll must have 
the same kind of life in them in order 
to be drawn to each other, so we, too, 
must have the Lord Jesus Christ in our 
hearts if we are to be caught up together 
with Him when He comes for His own. 

LANCASTER, PA, 


we 
— 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 153) 

1. The Olivet Discourse, 

2. The triple question of the disciples 
(Matt. 24:3). 

3. (1) Predictions concerning Israel; 
(2) predictions concerning the Church; 
(3) predictions concerning the nations. 

4. Trying to force every detail to ren- 
der spiritual meaning. 

5. The attendants on the bride on her 
journey to the home of the bridegroom. 

6. Those who profess faith in the Lord 
Jesus. 

7. The second coming of Christ. 

8. All carried the lamp (of profession), 
and all slept while the bridegroom tar- 
ried. 

9. The wise were ready with a supply 
of oil, while the foolish were not; the 
wise were received into the marriage, 
while the foolish were shut out. 

10. Because so many Christians are 
asleep in their real security, 

Etmuurst, ILL, 
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eaeste for Your 
Temperance Teaching 
By Helen G. H. Estelle 


President, Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
of the State of New York 


Do You Know?—These are days when 
we need to question ourselves about 
the drink habit, for it is reaching into 
every home through the radio and tele- 
vision. Statements are so alluring that 
we should know some facts. 

Your church temperance board and 
the Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union have leaflets and motion pictures 
to help you answer the following ques- 
tions: 

1. Is the consumption of liquor more wide- 
spread in the United States today than it 
ever was? . 

2. Is the liquor problem becoming worse? 

3. Why is the alcohol problem becoming 
more serious? 

4. Why should Christians be concerned 
about the liquor problem today? 

5. Why do people drink? 

6, Why do so many respectable people 
drink? 

7. Why do some church members drink? 

8. Why is alcoholism such a great public- 
health problem? 

9. Does drinking cause crime? 

10. Is alcohol of any value as a medicine? 

11. Is alcohol a stimulant? 

2. Is moderate drinking to be considered 
as being harmful? 

13. Does alcohol relieve fatigue? 

14. Is alcohol a food? 

15, Do athletes drink? 

16. What does drinking lead to? 

17. Are not large revenues derived from 
taxes on liquor? 

18. What can be done to help an alcoholic? 

19. What is Alcoholics Anonymous? 

20. Do you believe in total abstinence? 


_ 


You Have the Answer!—“Some per- 
sons are like weather vanes, they show 
which way the wind blows; but others 
are like the mountains, they determine 
which way the wind should blow. Tem- 
perance people are a mountain range 
and prohibition legislation the loftiest of 
its peaks."—Frances E. Willard. 

“IT believe that the two greatest re- 
forms for which the world waits today 
are the abolition of war everywhere 
and the driving of intoxicating drinks 
from off the earth.”—William Jennings 
Bryan. 

It is not the drunken man, but the man 
with just one or two drinks under his 
belt that is to be feared on the highway. 
No man ever intended to become an al- 
coholic when he took his first drink. 
“Moderation” is the school in which alco- 
holics are made, 


Enemy Within—Many years ago, 
Abraham Lincoln gave this forceful 
warning: 

“If this nation is ever destroyed, it 
will not be from without, but from 
within.” 

This vast amount of alcoholic liquors 
now available may become the cancer 
that will destroy us from within. The 
liquor business is America’s No. 1 eco- 


_ nomic waster, costing the American pub- 
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lic $9,100,000,000 last year for liquor 
purchases which in turn let loose a line 
of crime and tragedy costing many more 


billions. It is America’s chief home de- 
stroyer! A study of 45,000 divorces by a 
family relations court judge revealed 


liquor as the chief cause of these broken 
homes, 

A Soldier’s Experience—A major in 
the army recently wrote to the Chris- 
tian Science Monitor: 

“When I entered the military service, 
I believed that socia! drinking was an 
inherent part of army social life. Fur- 
ther, I felt that refusing liquor often 
placed one’s host in an embarrassing 
position, and that graciousness demanded 
indulgence in social drinking. For sev- 
eral years I was an army drinker. 

“About two years ago, I gave up drink- 
ing and serving liquor. Based on my 
own experience as both a drinker and a 
nondrinker in the army, I say, with con- 
viction, “YOU DO NOT HAVE TO DRINK.” 

Methodist Bishop Arthur J. Moore 
asserted: “If it could be shown that such 
revenue [from taxes levied against the 
liquor business] paid all the expenses 
of the government, it would remain a 
tragic spectacle for a Christian civiliza- 
tion to consent to derive its revenue 
from the vices of the people.” 

World’s Figure Skating Champion, 
Dick Button, says: “Alcohol and tobacco 
are not compatible to anyone attempt- 
ing perfection in sports. That is the 
reason no athlete striving to reach the 
top should indulge in either of these 
habits harmful to health and success in 
athletic competition.” 

Nonalcoholic Hotels Planned in Nor- 
way.—Oslo, Norway: The Norwegian 
Government has given its official support 
to the development of nonalcoholic 
hotels and restaurants by the creation of 
a fund of two million crowns for this 
purpose. The Good Templars are pre- 
paring to open temperance restaurants 
in several Norwegian towns at an early 
date. 

South Dakota Bans.—The Attorney 
General of South Dakota ruled that tele- 
vision is a form of amusement and is 
therefore illegal in places where liquor 
is sold in that state. Would that other 
states might have the same ruling! 
~ Suggested 
particularly 


Missing Element — U-R. 
sign for many churches, 
during summer months, “This is a 
CH — —CH.” What's missing? This ap- 
peared in Guideposts, September, 1951. 

Out of the Mouths of Babes.—The in- 
imitable Mr. Linkletter, of national radio 
fame, was questioning a group of small 
fry the other day, as is his wont on most 
of his programs. The questioning got 
around to apples, and Mr. Linkletter 
asked who could tell him what a “wine- 
sap” was. The astonishing, but per- 
fectly logical reply, when you stop to 
think about it, was this, from a small 
boy, “A ‘winesap’ is a guy that’s drunk.” 
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ENJOY PEACE OF MIND 


Through a Remarkable Annuity Plan That 
Enables You To'Give and Receive Richly 


Send today for an interesting free booklet that 
tells how you may share in the great work of 
spreading the Gospel throughout the world—at 
the same time receiving a safe, generous, as- 
sured, lifelong income, beginning immediately. 
Today, sure, write THE AMERICAN BIBLE 
SOCIETY, Dept. SS 905, 450 Park Avenue, 
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FLANNELGRAPH-RESURRECTION MORN 
Interpretation of the Easter message for the flannel 
board, prepared in attractive colors on flannelblot 
stock. Complete $1.00. 


CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION 
PICTO-O0-GRAPH No. 2181 

For flannel board, includes Prayer in the Garden, 
Betrayal, Trial, Christ carrying 
the Cross, etc. Complete $1.00. 














EASTER COIN COLLECTOR 
No. 537 

Holds $1.00 in dimes; size 34%" x 
234", dozen 60c; 100 $3.95. 

No. 535—same design as No. 537; 
size 5%" x 3” holds $1.00 in dimes 
with provision for bills or checks. 
Dozen 65c; 100 $4.25. 

















NEW EASTER BUTTON No. 4 
Shows yellow Cross, Hyacinths and white Easter Lilies against lavender 
background with inscription, “He is Risen”. Dozen 25c; 100 $2.00. 


EASTER SOUVENIRS 

Easter Crosses; four designs with Scripture, reproduced in two colors and 
die cut for further beauty; crosses 4% in. high. Dozen 20¢; 100 $1.35. 
Easter Tag No. U5470—colorful tulip design, Scripture greeting and text, 
with cord. Dozen 25c; 100 $1.50. 


EASTER GREETING FOLDER G 7553 


Sunshine Line assortment of 14 cards with appropriate Scripture Texts $1 box. 


Easter Scenery Background 
for Church or School Audi- 
torium.Threeblendingscenes, 
beautifully reproduced in 
natural colors. Length 19% 
ft., height 7 ft.—end sections 
4 ft. 10% in. wide; Center 
section 9 ft. 9 in. wide. Com- 
plete scene $7.45. 


EASTER SERVICES 
AND PROGRAMS 


The Risen King includes 
songs, responsive readings, 
recitations and exercises; 
15c. 

The Conqueror—simple to 
prepare, service in reading 
and song: for Seniors or 
Adults; 15c. 

From Gloom to Glory— 
Cantata. Story of the Re- 
demption; 50c. 

New Hope—Pageant. 
five scenes, 13 characters 
and choir; one hour presen- 
tation; 50c, 

Program Book No. 5, 
material for Beginners, Pri- 
mary, Junior and Interme- 
diates; 35c. 

Easter Helper No. 53, 
Recitations and Exercises 
for all ages; 35e. 

Easter Treasury No. 56— 
Recitations and Exercises 
for each department; 40c. 


Easter Bulletin for 


Church Services 
Scroll design with Lilies, 
featuring Hymn, “Christ, 
The Lord is Risen”, No. 2010, 
100 $2.00; 1,000 $14.00. 

Offering Envelopes to 
match above bulletin No. 
2016, 100 SOc; 1,000 $6.00. 


Complete Catalog showing full line of Sunday School Supplies sent free on request. 


- H. DIETZ, INC. 


Order your Easter needs today. 
10 So. Wabash Avenue, Dept. 16, Chicago 3, Ill. 
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Stories of Hymns We Love 


By Cecilia Margaret Rudin, M.A. 


Read, Enjoy and Give This Gem Volume 
A Blessing to Many; A Joy to All! 


Reveals the secret springs of great hy mn writers—tells how Martin Luther 
came to write, “Away in a Manger”; what, moved Isaac Watts to compose, 
“O God, Our Help i in Ages Past”; : Wesley’ s “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”; 
how God used blind Fanny Crosby to enrich our hymnals. Here you will 

discover the human drama behind these and many other favorites. 


400 YEARS OF INSPIRED HYMN WRITING 


Covers 74 writers and composers. Contains 110 choice stanzas for medita- 
tion and memorizing, 38 illustrations and decorations —over 150 subjects. 
Truly a work to own, enjoy and give. 

Beautifully printed and illustrated, only $1.25. (Mailing charge 10c). 
Order your copy and a gift supply from your Dealer today or 


JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY INC. 


Publishers of THE BOOK OF LIFE 
1018 S. WABASH AVE. Dept. SS CHICAGO 5, ILL. 
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The Commentary for 
THE NEW INTERNATIONAL Evangelical Christians 
COMMENTARY ON THE NEW, SCHOLARLY 
NEW TESTAMENT True to the Inspired Word 


Here it is—the great new commentary 

For Minister to — earnest — of _ Bible 

. - with exposition thoroughly abreast of 

Bible Student modern scholarship and true to the in- 
and Layman spired Word. 


Now in preparation by outstanding 
Reformed scholars of England, Scot- 
land, Netherlands, South Africa, and 



















These Volumes America. 
Now Ready! Ned B. Stonehouse, General Editor 
COMMENTARY ON THE qgers* oF LUKE 
by Norval Geldenhuys, Th.M - - $6.00 
COMMENTARY ON THE FIRST EPISTL E 4 THE 
CORINTHIANS by F. W. Grosheide, Th - - 5.00 
ST. — L’S EPISTLE TO THE CHURC ‘HES. oF GAL » TIA us 
by Herman N. Ridderbos, Th.D. - - - 3.50 
OTHER VOLUMES TO FOLLOW Send Gor 
The most timely, useful expository commen- Complete 
tary for the evangelical minister and student Descriptive 


who desires a concise yet comprehensive and 
up-to-date work on all the books of the New 
Testament. 
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Easter in Your Sunday School 


ASTER again comes early this year 

—April 5—and it is possible and 
profitable to make use of the short time 
left to lay careful plans for the ob- 
servance of Easter in your Sunday schoo] 
—plans that will avoid that breathless 
and last minute rush that often mars 
special occasions. 

Three different Easter services, all pre- 
pared by Mary Brainerd Smith, are 
available for use in your Sunday school, 
They are: “Doors the Risen Christ 
Opened.” “Easter Rejoicing,” and “Jesus 
Lives.” Each is in the convenient four- 
page folder form familiar to SuNpbay 
ScHoo. TIMES readers, and each contains 
responsive Scripture readings for the 
entire school and for departmental 
groups; recitations for various depart- 
ments; and original hymns set to familiar 
hymn tunes, thus avoiding special re- 
hearsals for the school. 

These Easter services may be had at 
25 cents a dozen, or $2 a hundred. Since 
quantities are limited, you will want to 
write promptly so that you may get the 
particular service you desire. It will 
be helpful if you indicate first, second, 
and third choice, in the event that sup- 
plies become exhausted before your or- 
der arrives, Address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N, 13th Street, Phil- 
adelphia 5, stating your preference and 
indicating the number of copies you de- 
sire, 
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The Twofold Gandhi 
(Continued from second page) 


came imitators, as for example, a man 
who prostrated himself before Gandhi's 
own ashrama, threatening a death fast 
unless some plan he had devised wus 
endorsed by the great Mahatma, Gandhi 
thought it a bad joke and called him 
a nuisance. 

When the Legislative Council of the 
State of Bombay passed an act prohibit- 
ing the slaughter of useful milk cows 
and allowing slaughter of worthless ones, 
not only did thousands of mill hands go 
on strike, but a man named Arjuna 
Bragat lay down outside the Bombay 
Parliament door in a death fast until 
all cows were spared slaughter. As 
Gandhi, he claimed to be obeying an 
inner voice. The thing later became 
vaudeville in color, as when students 
in one university began to fast because 
of something objected to and the pro- 
fessors started to fast until the students 
should stop. It was finally called a draw! 

Gandhi’s programs of civil disobe- 
dience were invariably followed by dis- 
order, conflicts between Hindus and 
Moslems, looting, wide bloodshed, even 
burnings alive. His eccentric notions 
could never be put into operation in 
Christendom, to say nothing of heathen 
India. His ministry has been one of 
destruction and chaos. Too shallow and 
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fanatical to appreciate the beneficent 
greatness of the British raj, he not only 
co-operated in its expulsion but even led, 
He foolishly called the British rule in 
India “a crime against humanity per- 
haps unequaled in history.” A wiser 
Hindu, in “The Autobiography of an 
Unknown Indian,” addresses its dedica- 
tion to the memory of the British Em- 
pire in India. Of it he says, “All that 
was good and living within us was made, 
shaped, and quickened by British rule.” 

Mr. Holmes says Gandhism is dead. 
Most of what he fought for has gone 
glimmering. The sub-continent is a 
house divided against itself. The amount 
spent on armaments in the two states 
enormously exceeds that spent under 
British rule. An Indian army is facing 
an Indian army in Kashmir. Again and 
again the police have fired on unruly 
mobs. A detention act more severe than 
the Rowlatt Act is in force. Gandhi's 
weapons of fasting and satyagrapha are 
made ridiculous by all sorts of imitation, 
as when Hindu refugees, discontented 
with their treatment, have held up for 
days all railway traffic from Calcutta 
by squatting on the lines. Plenty has 
not descended on India now that “ex- 
ploiters” have gone. Instead of self- 
sufficiency she has been forced to go 
round the world with her begging bow] 
lest her people starve. 

Such is Gandhi’s masterpiece! Is the 
picture all dark? No! There is one 
bright exception. India is being swept 
clean of alcoholic drink, and this was 
one of the first articles, if not the first, 
in Gandhi’s program. Here he showed 
himself more of a statesman than the 
British rulers of India. 


The College of Cardinals 
(Continued from page 149) 


manent and temporary Sacred Congre- 
gations are subdivided into those which 
expedite affairs pertaining to the Pope 
(a) as Bishop of the city of Rome; (b) 
as temporal ruler of the Papal States; 
(c) and as head of the entire Church” 
(Vol. I, p. 270b). 


THE Pope IN POLITICS 

Status in church and state is the claim 
for the cardinals, and, as Gladstone 
proved, the claims of the Roman Church, 
from their point of view, warrant any 
and every invasion of the civil sphere. 
Interference in civil affairs has ever 
marked the history of the papacy: and 
one has but to point io southern Ireland, 
South America, Spain, Italy, Germany, 
Australia, or Quebec as countries where 
the Roman Hierarchy schemed and plot- 
ted for the overthrow of world order, 
that the pope might be brought to the 
position of world leadership. It will 
be recalled -that the Catholic Digest, 
November 1943, carried an article en- 
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titled “The Pope and Peace,” in which 
it made this claim: 

“The time has come when Catholics 

the world over, and particularly in the 
U. S., should make a determined demand 
that the Pope be given a seat at the 
peace table. This was suggested at the 
end of the last war, but is understood 
to have been blocked by England. 
The Holy Father should participate in 
the peace proceedings because of his 
position as head of Christendom. There 
is no man more closely in touch with 
world affairs than the Pope. He has 
no personal interests, no friends nor 
favorites.” 

And now twenty-four new cardinals 
will do all in their power to aid the en- 
tire cardinalate to push the pope into 
prominence, 

CARDINALS CONTROL THE CATHOLIC WORLD 

“Cardinals have greater jurisdictio 
than bishops,” states “Elements of Eccle- 
siastical Law.” “for, together with the 
Pope, they have charge, not of one dio- 
cese each, as other bishops, but of all 
the dioceses of the Catholic world.” Un- 
der the caption, “Duties of Cardinals 
Relative to the Whole Church,” we are 
informed, “Sede plena—i.e., during the 
lifetime of the Pope—the cardinals form 
the senate, chapter, or council of the 
Pope, and upon their advice to the Most 
Holy Roman Pontiff the administration 
of the universal church depends” (Vol. 
I, p. 268). 

This means the laws and powers of 
the Vatican are in operation where Rom- 
ish Cardinals hold office, to the full ex- 
tent that local conditions will permit. 

In spite of the denials of Pope Pius 
XII that the Roman Church is seeking 
world dominion, her past history, and 
her published Canon Law, and de- 
clared intentions, all go to prove that 
the pope is seeking to blind the Prot- 
estant world as to the purposes of the 
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papacy, lest an awakening among Prot- 
estants might prove a hindrance to the 
prosecution of their great attempt to 
completely overthrow Protestantism. The 
pious platitudes of Pius XII over the 
radio ill accord with his claims. The 
Jesuit writer, Dr, F, X, Weninger, mis- 
sionary of the Society of Jesus, speak- 
ing of the pope (Pius IX), spoke of him 
as “armed with the powers of the Most 
High, he fulminated the thunders of 
his anathemas against all who dared dis- 
pute his decisions.” He also spoke of 
the pope as “the Vicar of Christ and 
the Supreme Arbiter of all on earth” 
(see “On the Apostolical and Infallible 
Authority of the Pope,” pp. 195, 229). 


CaRDINALS READY To SHED BLoop 
The symbolic the red 
hat is pointed out by the Romish Church 


significance of 


historian, the Rev. Dr. John Alzog, Profes- 
sor of Theology at the University of Frei- 
burg. He says: “St. Bernard calls car- 


dinals the couhsellors and coadjutors of 


the Roman Pontiff,” and then goes on 
to say, “The cardinals being princes of 
the Church, and next in dignity to the 


Pope himself, wore a dress and bore in- 
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\ 
signia corresponding to the character of 


their office. The red hat was given to 
them by Innocent IV, and was intended 
to remind them that they should at all 
times be ready to shed their blood, if 
necessary, in defense of the Church and 
her rights,” and the like (“Manual of 
Universal Church History,” Vol. II, pp. 
345, 346). 

History has proved that, for what they 
would term “in defense of the Church 


and her rights.” Roman cardinals. in 
keeping with the teaching of their 
church, have drenched countries with 


Protestant blood. 


THE Hoty INQUISITION 

Turning again to “Elements of Eccle- 
siastical Law.” we read, under the cap- 
tion “The Congr. S.'Inquisitionis or S. 
Officii” (Vol. I, p. 272). “This congrega- 
tion is charged with the investigation 
and suppression of current heresies.” 
and then adds: 


“III. This committee is made up of a 
number of cardinals: of a commissarius 
sancti officii, who presides at trials as 
ordinary judge: of an assessor sancti 
officti, who reports cases under consid- 
eration to the full committee: of coun- 
sellors (consultores). chosen by the 
Pope himself from among the most 
learned canonists and theologians: of the 


promotor fiscalis—i.e.. the prosecuting 
attorney: of the advocatus reorum, or 
defendants’ counsel.” 


THe CrrMeE or HERESY PUNISHMENT 
All Protestants are 
such come under the 
the Roman Church. 
clear. St. Alphonsus 


thus: 


AND 
heretics. and as 
condemnation of 
Let us make this 
Liguori stated it 


“Therefore that man only can be called 


a true Christian who listens to the in- 
fallible truth who listens to the 
Pope of Rome and to the Catholic 


Bishops united with him. He who thinks 
who teaches the contrary, 
(“The Mission Book,” 
1870, p. 458: italics 


is a heretic” 
lished in 
author's), 
Referring again to the 
work published in America 
Brothers, printers to the Holy 


pub- 
the 


authoritative 
by Nenziger 
Apostolic 


See, viz.. “Elements of Ecclesiastical 
Law.” bearing the imprimatur, Michael 
Augustinus, imprimatur, Joannes Card. 
McCloskey, and many more. In this 
work we are informed (Vol. I, pp. 361, 
362): 

“The proper judges in regard to the 
crime of heresy are: 1. The Supreme 
Pontiff, all over the world; 2. Bishops. 
in regard to all their subjects: 3. Those 


Papal delegates who are named inquisi- 
tors (inquisitores fidei): .. . In a diocese 
where there exists an inquisitor—i.e., 
a judge deputed by the Holy See—the 
power to examine and punish heretics 
resides cumulatively in him, and, at the 
same~-time, in the bishop. At present, 
however, the tribunal of the Sacred In- 
quisition (Sanctum Officium) exists, per- 
haps, nowhere else except in Rome, 
Hence, bishops, almost everywhere, ex- 
clusively possess all the authority which 
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was ordinarily vested in inquisitors of 
the Holy See.” 


ProTesTANTs To ABJURE THEIR HERESY 


While the Roman Church is making 
her assault on the Western world, and 
placing her elevated cardinals as princes 
in strategic positions to carry out her 
designs, she has the brazen audacity to 
affirm that her ecclesiastics have the 
power to examine and punish here- 
tics. And then this, “Protestants who 
wish to abjure their heresy may be ab- 
solved by the bishop or his delegate. 
and it is not necessary to recur to Rome; 
because, by the very fact that Protes- 
tants ask to be received into the Catholic 
Church, their heresy is brought before 
the forum externum of the bishop” (ut 
supra, p. 363). 


CARDINAL TARQUINI AND 
THE PENALTY OF DEATH 

While Pope Pits lisps his pious plati- 
tudes for the ear of the general public. 
and the Knights of Columbus talk about 
toleration, the authoritative works of the 
Roman Church breathe cruel intolerance 
toward Protestants, The reference above 
to Protestants and their heresy takes 
on a darker significance as we turn to 
another page in the same “Ecclesiastical 
Law,” where, in dealing with the pun- 
ishments inflicted by the Church, we 
read: 

“203. Has the Church power to inflict 
the penalty of death? Cardinal Tarquini 
thus answers: 1. Inferior ecclesiastics 
are forbidden, though only by ecclesias- 
tical law, to exercise this power directly. 
2. It is certain that the Pope and oecu- 
menical councils have this power at least 
mediately—that is, they can, if the ne- 
cessity of the Church demands, require 
a Catholic ruler to impose this penalty. 
3. That they cannot directly exercise 
this power cannot be proved” (Vol. I, 
p. 90). 

Here, then, in these volumes of Rom- 
ish Ecclesiastical Law, published in the 
U. S. A., is the clear teaching that the 
pope has the power to require a Cath- 
olic ruler to impose the penalty of death; 
and that the Roman Church has no defi- 
nite teaching to say that the pope and 
cardinals should not do this themselves. 
Cardinal Tarquini, who was a Jesuit. 
taught the same as other Jesuit author- 
ities, viz.. that heresy “must be rooted 
out with fire and sword.” (“Public Eccle- 
siastical Law,” by De Luca, S.J.) 


Laws Now ImpracticaBLE To Go 
INTO EFFECT 


In discussing the Sacred Congregation 
for the Propagation of the Faith, in its 
relation to the United States, which is 
regarded as a “missionary” country, 
“Elements of Ecclesiastical Law” says 
this congregation, which consists of a 
number of cardinals, has entire and ex- 
clusive charge of the ecclesiastical af- 
fairs of missionary countries. It also 
deals with. the conditions which prevail 
“until canon law fully obtains in them” 
(Vol, II, p. 279). That sentence—“until 
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canon law fully obtains”—should be in- 
delibly impressed on the minds of all 
liberty-loving peoples. 

Speaking of the laws of the Vatican 
being put into effect, the Third Plenary 
Council of Baltimore, in the “Pastoral 
Letter of the Archbishops and Bishops 
of the United States,” made this astound- 
ing statement: 

“It is obvious in countries like our own, 
where from rudimentary beginnings our 
organization is only gradually advancing 
towards perfection, the full application 
of these laws is impracticable; but in 
proportion as they become practicable, 
it is our desire, not less than that of 
the Holy See, that they should go into 
effect” (The Catholic Library, approved 
by Archbishop Corrigan, of New York), 

Remember Gladstone’s warning, “I 
warn my countrymen against the velvet 
paw, and smooth and soft exterior of a 
system which is dangerous to the foun- 
dation of civil order” (“Vaticanism,” 
p. 117). 

“Stand fast therefore in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free, and 
be not entangled again with the yoke 
of bondage” (Gal. 5:1), 

Victoria, B. C. 


ns 


Through the Bookshop 


(Continued from page 151) 


the ground of a husband’s ministry are 
all considered. Chapter two follows with 
“The Christian Wife”’—her value, influ- 
ence over husband and children, ability 
as counselor, and her fear of God. The 
author then gives Scriptural ground for 
the husband’s authority in the home, but 
balances it with the reminder of God's 
higher authority. ‘Practical Counsels of 
Christian Marriage” includes Roy Burk- 
hart’s list of character traits which make 
for marital happiness, plus twelve fur- 
ther rules for success in the married 
state. In considering “The Christian 
Mother,” Susanna Wesley is cited as an 
example. And “The Christian Father” is 
challenged to work, play, and pray with 
his children if he would hold them for 
God. A number of pages are devoted 
to child guidance and training and es- 
pecially to the question of discipline. The 
last message on family worship closes 
with an unforgettable account of one 
family where parents and ten children 
recited—not read—the Scriptures for 
each morning’s devotion, 

The small volume’s 125 pages are liter- 
ally packed with counsel which, if fol- 
lowed, will guarantee a happy and un- 
broken home, 


Commentary on St. Paul’s Letter to 
the Ephesians. By Dr. George Stoeck- 
hardt, (Concordia Pub, House, St. Louis 
18: $4.50.) Written in German during 
the last century and now translated into 
English, the commentary is a scholarly 
analysis of the Greek text of Ephesians, 
from the point of view of a confessional 
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Was Christ Crucified 
on Friday . . . Or? 


is a new book of eleven chapters, four charts, and a 
Scriptural calendar of Passion Week. Considered a 
very exhaustive treatise of the subject 


Price $1.25 


Rev. A. G. Kruschwitz, D.C. 
347 N. William Street Marine City, Michigan 


VAN KAMPEN PRES: 





BY FAMOUS AUTHORS 
BILLY GRAHAM 


0D Revival in Our Time 
The story of the early Billy 
Graham evangelistic campaigns 
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(0 America’s Hour of Decision 
Including a Life Story of Billy 
Graham $2.00 


DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


0 Teaching the Word of Truth 
Eighty lessons, each with simple 
blackboard illustrations, on 
great doctrines of the Christian 
faith. 190 pages, cloth bound, 
illustrated. 


LEWIS SPERRY CHAFER 


0 Major Bible Themes 
Untrained Christians will like 
the explanation of these 49 vital 
doctrines of the Bible. 329 pages, 


cloth. $2.50 
0 The Kingdom in History and 
Prophecy 


The historic and prophetic as- 
pects of the kingdom are seen 
in their relation to the present 
age. 167 pages, cloth. $2.00 


WILLIAM L. PETTINGILL 


D The Unveiling of 
Jesus Christ—Revelation 
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Cloth, 132 pages. $1.00 
0 ts Heaven A Place? 
Where is heaven, who is there, 
who is going to be there—are 
questions the author discusses. 
Art cover, 16 pages. 20¢ 


A. C. GAEBELEIN 


0D The Conflict of the Ages 
The historical account of the 
Russian Revolution and its 
Satanic aims is of tremendous 
interest. 173 pages, cloth. $2.00 
0 Bhe Revelation 
The Revelation is a book of 
prophecy. 225 pages, cloth. $2.00 
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The Entire Ship 


for Us 


Reserved 





Favorite ship for Christian Fellow- 
ship Alaskan Cruises is the SS 
Chilcotin, of Vancouver. In the 14 
years of our delightful tours, guests 
placed their particular approval on 
the Chilcotin because, first of all, she 
is an excellent, modern, luxuriously 
furnished ship, with outside state- 
rooms. Second, she’s just the right 
size, 106 passengers, and her schedule 
is planned exclusively for the pas- 
sengers’ benefit, revealing the best 
and the most spectacular scenery of 
the Inside Passage, including Gard- 
ner Canal and Glacier Bay. She is 
almost like a de luxe private yacht. 
Built expensively as a Canadian cor- 
vette, the SS Chilcotin today is a 
compact, sturdy, beautiful ship, ideal 
for navigating the charming fiords 
of Alaska, 


We have reserved the entire ship, 
sailing from Vancouver, B, C., Au- 
gust 3, for the 14th Annual Christian 
Fellowship Cruise, sponsored by The 
Sunday School Times of Phila- 
delphia. Cruise management, the 
Northern Pacific Railway, 

Readers of The Sunday School 
Times enjoy our Alaskan cruises. 
Following are quotations from last 


year’s guests, who were asked to 
criticize and to suggest improve- 
ments: “Far beyond our fondest 


“We had a wondétful 
experience , . . enjoyed the friend- 
liness and Christian fellowship.” 
“Grateful thanks. We liked every- 
thing about the trip.” “It is so sat- 
isfactory, dealing with dependable, 
trustworthy sponsors and manage- 
ment.” 


expectations.” 


Why not solve your 1953 vacation 
plans by writing for the Christian 
Fellowship Cruise folder? It’s free, 
No obligation whatever. Study it 
over. Then, if you wish to travel 
with us to Alaska, enroll for the 
trip. You will be cordially welcomed, 
Please address The Sunday School 
Times, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
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Lutheran. This means that on the fun- 
damentals of the faith, Stoeckhardt is 
unequivocably orthodox. He argues for 
the Pauline authorship of the Epistle, 
and the integrity of the text throughout. 
There is emphasis on the deity of Christ 
and of the Holy Spirit. Salvation is by 
grace through faith. He is, however, 
typically Lutheran when he understands 
Christ’s ascent (Eph, 4: 9, 10) as part of 
His triumph, whereas many Reformed 
scholars take this as part of His humilia- 
tion: and he adheres to the Lutheran 
interpretation of Ephesians 5:26, that the 
“washing” refers to baptism. 

Despite differences on minor points, 
one will feel that to read this commen- 
tary is to follow a careful and reverent 
scholar in the reading of one of the gems 
of God’s infallible Word. 


Treasures. Poems by Martha Snell 
Nicholson. (Moody Press, Chicago 10: 
may be ordered from the author. 1406 


Lagoon Ave., Wilmington, Calif., 12 cents 
postpaid.) Mrs, Nicholson’s is a name 
that has often appeared with verse on 
the front page of the Times, For many 
years from an invalid’s room she has 
been sending out her songs of salvation 


and grace, and of homely little things 
of life. Here is a new collection in a 
64-page, pocket-size booklet. 


There are songs of hope and cheer 


for other pilgrims from one who seems 


to be near the end of her pilgrimage, 
bowed under a burden of infirmity and 
pain. She writes of God’s forgiveness, 


His care, His plan for a life; of a woman 
who worries too much: a childhcod 
friend who took the wrong way: voices 
she hears from her window; thoughts 
in the evening; a touching soliloquy of 
Hannah about Samuel; scenes in the 
hospital ward: and many other things. 
Through the runs an undertone 
of love and longing for her husband, 
Howard Nicholson, who was inexplicably 
called from her bedside to his Heavenly 
Home a few years ago. All the songs, 
whether in the major or minor key, 
echo the music of that Heavenly Home 
to which the author so longs to go. 


songs 


Establishing the Converts. By Arthur 
C. Archibald, D.D, (The Judson Press, 
Philadelphia 3; $2.) There is a “hole in 
the sack” is the theme of this book, “A 
study of the stastistics from all the major 
denominations for the past twenty years 
reveals that nearly forty per cent of our 
evangelistic recruits are lost to the 
church within seven years of their re- 
ception.” The author contends that “the 
last requirement of the Great Commis- 
sion is far more exacting than the first 
requirement.” He tells us that “evange- 
lism and Christian education are really 
parts of one process. Evangelism per- 
tains to its beginnings, Christian educa- 
tion to its completion.” Most pastors as 
they read this book will be convicted 
as they think of the members they have 
received into the church without proper 
instruction. In a striking manner the 
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new convert is followed through the 
steps he should take. The lapsed church 
member is described, and prescription is 
given for his recovery. Some may see 
a slight tinge of the so-called “social 
gospel,” and, a few times, quotations are 
made from those who would not be con- 
sidered evangelical Christians. How- 
ever, for the most part the author keeps 
a straight course in the faith and makes 
many helpful suggestions, illustrating 
from his own experience as a pastor. As 
the consciences of Christian workers are 
pricked they will be spurred on to more 
faithful labor for the Lord. 


Gems for the Savior’s Crown. By Anna 
M. Van Hook, (The Central American 
Mission, Dallas 19; 35 cents; 3 for $1.) 
Twelve true stories of conversion in Cen- 
tral America are well told by Miss-Van 
Hook, who has been a missionary of the 
Central American Mission for twenty- 
nine years. Many are linked with texts 
which have meant much to the converts, 
and testimonies are quoted, giving life 
to the narratives. These are stories of 
seasoned Christians, who have stood fast 
as witnesses for years. One says, after 
thirty years, “Oh! what I have gained 
is so infinitely superior to what I lost 
that I have no regrets.” The stories are 
short, and can well be read or retold 
in Bible classes, missionary groups, Sun- 
day school classes, and Child Evange- 
lism and Bible Club meetings. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, March 8 


2. Know God Better—Through Worship 
(Deut. 26:10; Psa. 95:1-6; John 4:21-24) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


PASTOR was sitting in his study 
one morning, hard at work, when 

he had the feeling that one gets some- 
times when he has thought he was alone 
and yet is conscious of the presence of 
another. He looked up to see his little 
daughter sitting not far from him, per- 
fectly quiet, but looking directly at him. 
“Why, dear,” he said, “I didn’t hear 
you come into the study. What are you 


doing? Did you want something?” 
“No, Daddy,” came the reply. “I don't 
want anything. I’m just sitting here 


loving you.” 


Ope 


Here is a very simple but a very true 
illustration of one of the most important 
forms of worship. We are likely to think 
of the worship of God as a public exer- 
cise, typified by our attendance at church 
and Sunday school and by our participa- 
tion in the services. This is indeed a 
form of worship and a very important 
one, when it is undertaken with a per- 
sonal consciousness of God’s presence 
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and an outpouring of the heart to Him 
in adoration, or praise, or thanksgiving, 
or even of penitence and expression of 
need. But, as we all know, it is pos- 
sible to go through the form of public 
worship almost without any thought of 
God, like the man who sat through the 
powerful and moving sermon thinking 
only of the problems of his farm and how 
he was going to get in his supply of 
hay for the coming winter. Perhaps 
you have noticed during the singing of 
a hymn that some individuals seem to 
be able to sing heartily, looking all 
around the room, and yet, if questioned, 
would probably be unable to tell you 
the sense of what they were singing. 
The writer well remembers approaching 
a Sunday school building from a direc- 
tion where he could see folks in the rear 
of the room looking about and chatting 
and the surprise and shock he felt, as 
he entered the room, to find that the 
superintendent was leading in prayer. 


True worship recognizes, first of all, 
who God is and acknowledges His 
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“worth-ship” to adoration and reverence 
and praise and thanksgiving because of 
what He is and for what He has done 
for us. True worship acknowledges the 
complete unworthiness of the worshiper, 
and recognizes that man’s only right to 
approach God comes through the “new 
and living way” ‘ie has provided through 
the death of the Lord Jesus Christ, our 
Saviour (Heb, 4:15, 16; 10:19-22). This 
being true, we can readily understand 
that no one who does not acknowledge 
the Lord Jesus Christ as the unique Son 
of God and as his Saviour can truly 
worship the Father. 

John tells us in one of the Scripture 
portions for this week that God seeks 
those to worship Him who will worship 
Him in spirit and in truth (John 4:23). 
Worship is not some sort of favor we 
confer upon God, nor is it ever to be 
demeaned by flattery or lip service, The 
heavenly hosts bow before God in adora- 
tion and acknowledge His right to their 
worship and praise. If our whole lives 
could be spent thus we could never 
exaggerate God’s goodness and grace and 
mercy and holiness. 

So important does God consider wor- 
ship that He required it of His redeemed 
people, the Israelites, as taking first place 
in their lives, and the detailed instruc- 
tions He gave through Moses for that 
worship pointed repeatedly, through 
types and shadows, to the only approach 
to God through the shed blood and the 
sacrifices that were one day to find their 
fulfillment in the death of His own Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, on the cross, 

$e 

We saw in our study of last week’s 
topic the importance of the quiet hour 
in knowing God through trust. We see 
its importance again this week in know- 
ing God through worship because it is 
by means of the Word, and by medita- 
tion upon what we read there concerning 
God and the Lord Jesus Christ, and by 
prayer that we come to appreciate who 
and what God is. Just as letters from 
a friend draw you closer to that one, 
so the Scriptures and prayer and medi- 
tation draw us closer to God and stimu- 
late us to worship and praise Him, 

Shall we not, then, make it our daily 
habit to give time to prayer and to the 
reading of the Word and to meditation, 
so that we may become better and bet- 
ter acquainted with our loving Father, 
who has created us so that He may fel- 
lowship with us and bless us, 

And, like Isaiah of old (Isa, 6:5), we 
shall find that worship will have its 
purifying effect upon our lives. We can- 
not come into God’s holy presence daily 
without becoming aware of our own 
failures and shortcomings and without 
being stirred to cry out for cleansing 
and enabling, and thus making it pos- 
sible for God to do for us what He 
longs to do. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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YOU ARE INVITED 
to 


share the responsibility of providing a 
Christian education for our young people 
today. Never has the need been greater. 
Your gift will help train the pastors, mis- 
sionaries, and Christian laymen of to- 
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*% 142-page spiral-bound textbook that’s 
a valuable addition to your library! 


* 20 other Moody courses offered by mail! 
Write for full details 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


820 N. LASALLE STREET « CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 








* Famous Pocket Quarterlies 


Based on the Uniform Series of the international 
$. S. Lessons —for all Depts. 


True zs: Whole Bible 


Designed tofit the pocket, in size and 
price. 44 x 6%, 68 pages, each more 
than 25,000 words, handy size makes 
them easy to carry —hard to lose 
Can be conveniently studied dur- 
ing the week. They save time — 
win souls and build character. Each 
only 12c. 
FREE! Write today for full par- 
ticulars of our famous pocket quarterlies and other 
unique Sunday school lesson materials and supplies, 
all fully described in our big FREE catalog which 
includes Bibles, books, greeting cards, 
calendars, etc. 


THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. C-7, Butier, ind. 











168 


| 
| 


(24) 





“Travel the Road | 


to Damascus 


Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth, Cana, 
Tiberias, cities from the Life of Christ. 
See the Catacombs, ride camelback to 
the Pyramids, a launch on the Sea of 
Galilee—climb the slopes of Mount Zion. 
Visit both Arab and Jewish Palestine 
where history is still being made. Travel 
in Christian companionship when such 
inspiring experiences are so easily shared. 


SUMMER EXCURSION 
15 Days to Palestine 
Only $990 


This all-expertse tour is led by Evange- 
list Harold W. Gretzinger, director of 
over 6 tours to the Holy Land. 


meaningful 
Write for Tour folder and 


Make this your most 
summer. 
schedule. 


GRETZINGER WORLD TOURS 
1388 Mar Vista Avenue 
Pasadena, Calif. 























The advertisements in The Sunday 
School Times are there for YOUR use. 
The articles advertised are made to 
meet YOUR needs. This is why the 
regular reading of the advertisements 
proves so well worth while. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 2 to 8 


Mon.—Matthew 24:1-14. 
Destruction of Temple Foretold. 
PRAYER SwuccesTions: “His disciples 
came to him for to shew him the build- 
ings of the temple. And Jesus said 
unto them, See ye not these things? 
verily I say unto you, There shall not 
be left here one stone upon another, that 
shall not be thrown down.” Our Lord 
foreknew the future. Being who He was 
and is, God manifest in the flesh, His 
knowledge is infinite. The fulfillment of 
many of His predictions insures the cer- 
tainty of the future events prophesied. 
“He is faithful that promised.” Pray 

for the nation of Israel. 


Tues.—Matthew 24:15-28. 
Warning Against False Christs. 
PRAYER SuccEsTIons: “Then if any man 
shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, 
or there: believe it not.” Believe Christ 
only. His Word is true. Whether it be 
a word of revelation, exhortation, or 
warning, believe Him and doubt never 
aword. The age will end with great de- 
lusions controlling people. False christs, 
whether corporate or individual must be 
rejected. Light on these pretenders 
given by the Lord and His apostles will 
guide you (see 2 Pet. 2; 1 John 4). Pray 
for people ensnared in numerous cults. 


Wed.—Matthew 24:29-35. 
The Coming of the Son of Man. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Then shall ap- 
pear the sign of the Son of man in 
heaven: and then shall all the tribes of 
the earth mourn, and they shall see the 
Son of man coming in the clouds of 





Preachers! Sunday School Teachers! 
Bible Students! 


Study the New Testament with Dr. H. A. Ironside, the famous and beloved 


Bible teacher, pastor for 18 years of Moody Church, Chicago. 


Enjoy his 


heaven with power and great glory.” All 
who reject Christ’s deity do so from a 
misconception, as did those to whom He 
first came. But that misconception was 
more than an error of mind, it was due 
to the wicked nature possessing them. 
As the first advent came in the “fulness 
of time” without the consent of people: 
so the second advent of Christ will be 
properly timed and independent of the 
assent of mankind. Pray for spiritual 
awakening of muititudes of nominal fol- 
lowers of Christ, 
Thurs.—Matthew 24:36-41. 
The Unexpectedness of His Coming. 

PRAYER SuccestTions: “Of that day and 
hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels 
of heaven, but my Father only.” Times 
and seasons are not for us to know. Our 
Father in Heaven keeps the secret mo- 
ment in His own power. Let there- 
fore, wait for it with patience, and look 
for it to come as a surprise. Watch for 
it as servants waiting for the return of 
their master, and as those anxious for 
dawning light watch for the morning. 
Pray for the Government in these crisis 
days. 
Fri.—Matthew 


us, 


24:42-44. 
“Watch Therefore.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Watch therefore: 
for ye know not what hour Lord 
doth come.” No mere man ever dare 
charge others to be on the alert for his 
reappearing. It would have the 
height of folly fo1 this of 
His followers down the years. if He were 
not the eternal Son of the eternal Father 
Let the Church her watch be keeping 
for the coming of her Lord: may she not 
by carnal slumber disobey His solemn 
word. Pray for the rapid progress of the 
Gospel in nations still open to it, 


your 


been 


Jesus to ask 


Sat.—1 Thessalonians 5:1-11. 
Watchfulness and Sobriety. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Let us, who are 
of the day, be sober.” There are almost 
twenty references to sobriety in the New 
Testament. Ministers. church officers, 
and all Christians are called upon to be 
sober-minded. This means not only ab- 
stinence from liquor, but to be of a well- 
balanced mind and suitable temperament, 
not affected by passion or pride, Think, 
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Write your name and address in the 
margin, clip the ad and mail today, for 
your first selection, *‘Matthew,” your 
free copy of **Ordained of the Lord” and 
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clear Bible teaching, the warm inspira- 
tion, the answer to your questions, the 
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dress, speak, act, live soberly. This 
State of mind goes along with, prayer, 
preparation for meeting the Lord, and 
with every good work. Pray for a just 
peace in our time, 

Sun.—Titus 2:1-8, 11-13. 

Conduct Becoming to a Christian. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Behaviour as 
becometh holiness.” Christian 
havior is absolutely essential for an 
effective Christian witness. People 
are more interested in whether we 
live right than in what we say is 
right. It was easy to take Christ's 
word because of His life. Men could 
easily take what Paul said, when they 
knew how he behaved. , Does your 
life speak.for Jesussas well as your 

lips? Pray for Japan 


FREE! 
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a $3.06 value. 
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